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Now is ideal time for ranked-choice voting

Kanye West has entered the 2020 presidential
race. The award-winning rapper, who has been for-
mally diagnosed with bipolar disorder, is polling at 2%
of likely voters. 

Nothing untoward there, but he could be a “spoiler”
and a great illustration for why ranked-choice voting
would be superior to the current voting method.

At present, you can only choose one candidate in
the upcoming presidential election. 

Under RCV, you could vote for West as your first
choice and Donald Trump or Joe Biden as your second
choice. 

The result of using RCV would likely be a winning
candidate who has broad, majority support among
the entire electorate, and one who is better able to heal
this divided nation. 

RCV is used in 26 states to some degree, according
to rankmyvoteflorida.org. It is used in local elections
in 18 cities across eight states. Many other states and
cities have approved RCV or are scheduled to vote on
it.

Sarasota enacted RCV for use in primaries and
municipal elections, but it is not yet in use.

RCV is an idea whose time has come. 
Judith K. Leader, Sarasota

Father worked days, nights at post office

My father was a career postal employee. 
In 1939, he was teaching in a Kansas high school,

earning $100 per month. The rumor went around that
one could earn more money by taking the Civil Ser-
vice exam. 

He passed the exam, quit his job and we moved to
Kansas City, where he began work for the post office
at $125 per month.

His first assignment was sorting mail in a rough
train boxcar, three days out of Kansas City, three days
back. 

When he retired in 1972, he was deputy assistant
postmaster general of the United States. 

He worked days and nights, inspecting distribu-
tion facilities. After church on Sundays, we would
drop him off at the post office. He said he could get
more work done when the phone wasn’t ringing. 

My father was steadfastly apolitical. For him, the
post office was a sacred trust. When I would ask him
whether he was a Republican or Democrat, he would
always say, “I’m a Republi-crat.”

I wonder what he would say today?
Joy McIntyre, Sarasota

New weapon: Volunteer force to save nation

We are engaged in a multi-front war.
Politically, Democrats and Republicans battle, lib-

erals and conservatives feud, and extremists redefine
the middle.

Economically, have-nots rail against the haves, the
middle class struggles to survive and the wealthy de-
cry the welfare state.

Socially, educational discrepancies abound, reli-
gious groups face hate crimes and racism’s ugly head
exposes institutional and personal bias, laying bare
the Founding Fathers while potentially toppling the
rule of law.

All of which are compounded by a pandemic un-
seen in a hundred years and an environment racing
toward dire consequences for all humanity. 

What are “we” to do? Governments fail. Both par-
ties have found an exclusive religion. True religion of-
fers hope, but lacks traction.

Yet, this is serious business. Our nation is at war.
Forget kumbaya moments, we need a new weapon: an
all-volunteer force to which everyone is called.

Armed not with firearms, but with an everyday at-
titude of “today, I serve the greater good. I will treat
everyone with respect and dignity and I will listen
with understanding and compassion. I will practice
and encourage tolerance.”

The pay is zero, the reward, potentially priceless.
Who knows, we might just heal ourselves and save
our nation. 

John McGruder, retired Air Force colonel, Sarasota

President’s actions disqualify him for office

President Donald Trump has raised the possibility
that Sen. Kamala Harris is not eligible to be vice presi-
dent, with no evidence or rationale. Many Americans
believe that, while technically eligible, Trump is not
qualified to be president for the following reasons.

He has consistently spun deceits, rumors, half-
truths and blatant lies to the American people to con-
fuse, manipulate and deceive us.

He has repeatedly undercut our democracy by al-
lowing a foreign government (Russia) to interfere with
our elections and by kneecapping the Postal Service
to hamper voting.

He has used racism to divide Americans and foster
hatred by disparaging immigrants and supporting ne-
ofascists.

He has insulted and humiliated women by calling
them disgusting names and suggesting that molesta-
tion is acceptable.

He has led one of the most corrupt administrations
in our history.

He has failed to protect citizens from the COVID-19
pandemic by refusing to follow scientific advice.

The list of ways in which Trump has violated the
trust of the American people goes on and on. It’s obvi-
ous to me that he is not qualified to be our president
and should not be reelected.

Rev. Michael McGee, Osprey

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

People care about the way their communities grow
— perhaps more than ever. Most residents under-
stand the link between growth management and the
quality of local schools, roads and general quality of
life.

A global pandemic hasn’t changed that. In fact,
strong opinions about growth are likely to have had a
significant impact on the outcome of Tuesday’s elec-
tions.

But the advent of the coronavirus has changed the
way people communicate with the local officials who
control most growth decisions. Gone — at least tem-
porarily — are the days when opponents of a big de-
velopment could pack a county or city meeting with
supporters, or when representatives of developers
could respond to concerns about their plans. Even
when governmental entities meet in person, audi-
ence space is sharply limited by the need to maintain
social distance. Meanwhile, many governments run
online questions or commentary through gatekeep-
ers. Opportunities for back-and-forth discussions
are limited.

And now, more than ever, people feel they are not
being heard.

That breeds frustration — and distrust. People
who follow politics in Florida’s counties can see that
for themselves, as residents take to social media to
express their dissatisfaction, in blunt and sometimes
disrespectful terms. The result is an armed standoff:
Even as residents feel ignored, local officials feel at-
tacked. Too often, nobody is really listening.

There has to be a better way, despite the strange
new restrictions demanded by our efforts to mitigate
the spread of COVID-19.

That makes a white paper by the pro-planning ad-
vocacy group 1000 Friends of Florida particularly
timely. Released last week, the group’s “Best Prac-
tices for Citizen Participation in Community Plan-
ning” offers good suggestions for maintaining the
flow of productive discourse in a socially distanced
world — and post-coronavirus as well. Local officials
should take notice.

The group recommends adopting policies that
govern electronic communication along with in-per-
son commentary. The report encourages the sharing
of all online comments with the public as they come
in, with ample “talk back” provisions to get conversa-
tions started. It also endorses a so-called “citizen’s
bill of rights” that sets out the parameters for public
involvement in planning decisions. The bill of rights
offers several appealing proposals, including:

h A “citizen participation plan” element in all ma-
jor developments, giving residents opportunities to
have input throughout the planning process instead
of registering 2-3 minutes of dissent right before a fi-
nal vote;

h A rule against last-minute changes to a devel-
opment plan and

h The right to challenge development decisions
without fear of reprisal in the form of a “strategic law-
suit against public participation.”

Some of the other suggestions — including a su-
permajority vote requirement for any amendments
to a local municipality’s comprehensive plan, and
law changes that make it easier for resident-activists
to file suit themselves — will need more considera-
tion. But overall, these are laudable goals and ones all
local governments should consider.

“The disruption caused by the pandemic provides
an opportunity to enhance the public participation
procedures in the local government planning proc-
ess,” the white paper reminds us. “Our laws predate
the internet era and do not take into account modern
tools for public engagement. Challenges presented
by the pandemic lockdowns and cancellation of in-
person hearings should not result in the deferral of
meaningful public participation. Instead, state and
local governments should utilize this period as a
chance to future-proof their community planning
procedures.”

The Daytona News-Journal Editorial Board

THE VIEW FROM DAYTONA BEACH

Give public
more voice
on growth
decisions

We had been driving for hours when I found a mix
CD a friend had made me nearly two decades ago.
Amused, we started listening, and my husband and I
laughed and reminisced with each song. That is, until
my husband suddenly skipped a song.

“We can’t listen to Ice Cube anymore,” he declared.
Like many Jewish Americans of my general age and

stage, I’ve been confounded by the surging use and
defense of anti-Semitism by musicians, athletes, and
actors. As a rabbi, I’ve studied, taught, and preached
about anti-Semitism. I’ve been known to quote Deb-
orah Lipstadt’s metaphor, accepting anti-Semitism as
a virus that can never be truly eradicated. Once some-
one is infected the virus is always there, lying beneath
the surface, dormant, waiting to cause an outbreak.

I blamed the spread of this virus on a lack of educa-
tion and exposure. While I understood it might never
disappear completely, I longed for a vaccine to this
particular virus, believing that with the right precau-
tions we could flatten the curve in America. I relegated
it to a disease of idiots and extremists, never consid-
ering there were rational or educated people purpose-
fully infecting one another.

That recently changed.
A few weeks ago our congregation and another lo-

cal congregation were both vandalized with disturb-
ing anti-Semitic images and accusations. Our congre-
gation is still dealing with a lot of fear, but I believe we
can’t be paralyzed by one sick individual. Rather, we
must continue to reach out to others, have important
conversations, learn how to be their allies, and teach
them how to be ours. So many in our community are
now worried and wondering about the seeming out-
break we are facing — hoping we have seen the worst
of it, but fearful this is just the beginning.

I decided I would include in a recent sermon the
idea that real conversation can be a good antidote to
ignorance, and lift up the comedian Nick Cannon,
who apologized for his anti-Semitic remarks. I
watched Cannon’s full interview with Rabbi Abraham
Cooper. Then YouTube immediately began to play the
video of his original interview with Professor Griff of
Public Enemy. It was like driving by a car accident on
the side of the road — I wanted to look away but I

couldn’t.
I listened to them discuss and reference “facts” and

“truths” that were ridiculous conspiracy theories.
They portrayed the Jew as a perpetrator of inexplica-
ble horrors with a secret ultimate plan of trying to
eradicate “melanated people” out of fear for our own
survival. What?! 

How could they believe this nonsense to be true in
any way? How can you demonize a group and not real-
ize your words are the hateful and problematic ones?
How could any person of faith, especially one who
claims that their mission is to spread love, promulgate
theories that diminish the value of any person?

While the Jewish community has become scape-
goats for outlandish things throughout history, I truly
believed it was limited in modern America. I felt that
educated people no longer believed such ridiculous
conspiracy theories, and people who speak about love
and justice wouldn’t allow hate and blame to be per-
petrated against others.

I was wrong.
Intellectually, I know there exists hatred and bigot-

ry towards our Jewish community from the far left,
from the far right and from jihadists. Though it’s easi-
er to point out when your political enemy is anti-Se-
mitic than when your friend is, we as Jews are fully
aware that we need to call out all forms of anti-Semi-
tism simultaneously. We all need to realize that this
virus is continuing to spread rapidly in our times. This
doesn’t mean we need to live in fear, but it does mean
we are no longer able to ignore that it is on the rise.

If we want to contain and limit the current and
coming flare-ups, we need to do something. We need
to stop believing our own mythology that this can’t
happen in America. We need to realize we’re not living
in a place where anti-Semitism has stopped, but rath-
er where it has been slowed and temporarily hidden.
We need to face the reality that truth and time are not
a vaccine.

While we shouldn’t let fear overrun us and allow us
to start viewing every individual we meet as a poten-
tial carrier of the virus, we must continue to search for
a real vaccine — maybe even multiple vaccines, one
for each unique strand of this virus. I don’t know what
magic formula will be able to make a dent, to stop the
spread, to rehabilitate the infected.

All I know is that we must continue to actively
search for something that can help, even if we know
we will never find a complete cure.

Rabbi Samantha O. Kahn leads the congregation at
Temple Sinai in Sarasota.

Outbreak of anti-Semitism
demands our vigilance

Your Turn
Samantha O. Kahn
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