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Bemused by article on sculptor, statue

How, in heaven’s name, can you possibly justify
your front-page centerpiece Aug. 17, about the Saraso-
ta artist who sculpted a Confederate statue (“For-
warding the flag”)? 

You should have your collective heads examined.
All I could come up with was, you’re trolling the com-
munity to see what kind of uproar you create. 

Craig Harris, Sarasota

Michelle Obama healing voice in wilderness

In reference to Michelle Obama’s speech at the
Democratic Convention: Finally, a voice is heard in
the wilderness of our political discontent that speaks
truth instead of falsehood; healing instead of wound-
ing; mindfulness instead of thoughtlessness; and mu-
tual understanding instead of divisiveness. 

Like the former first lady, I have no love for politics.
Both of our major political parties are essentially reli-
gious organizations without a theocracy. And, like
most cult-like organizations, they ultimate devolve
into the adversarial duality of fundamentalism. 

However, as Ms. Obama astutely points out, we
must work with what we have, and what we now have
is no longer acceptable. After nearly four years of un-
interrupted dysfunction and deceit, Americans must
do with their vote what politicians have not been able
to do because of their unending self-referential politi-
cal concerns. 

Tim Cronley, Bradenton

How would Democrats unite with Trump fans?

To progressives, liberals and Democrats: Your only
“fuel” for almost four years has been pure, unrelent-
ing, unbridled hatred toward our duly elected presi-
dent.

You’ve tried to destroy him and those loyal to him.
That includes the 63 million of us that voted for him
and continue to strongly believe in him. 

In spite of your vitriolic poison, we had a tremen-
dous economy, until the pandemic hit. 

My question to you: If you succeed to the point
where you control the agenda, what is your plan to
continue this “Make America Great Again” theme?

If your program of raw destruction works, what will
your clear message be for 63 million of us who truly
understand how all of you tried to disenfranchise us?

Hope you’re preparing a really good action plan
and script. Your greatest challenge then will be “unit-
ing” with 63 million of us. You do talk about uniting
America, right?

A very sincere good luck!
Al E. Bavry, Sarasota

Rethink development, country’s values

I’ve never seen two more eloquently written col-
umns on one page of a paper than I read on Page A6 of
the Aug. 19 Herald-Tribune.

In “Our View,” the Herald-Tribune Editorial Board
captured the sentiment so many of us feel as Floridi-
ans — native or recent transplants — about halting
uncontrolled growth in its tracks and taking time to
rethink, as you say, “what we want our part of the
state and its communities to be when they grow up”
(“Questions on growth need fresh answers”).

The editorial is a tribute to longtime, caring, pas-
sionate environmental advocate Becky Ayech and the
effort of her group in east Sarasota County that the
Herald-Tribune is suggesting it’s time to revisit where
we are as a community on this important question. 

And that second column on A6? Frank Bruni nailed
it in “Michelle Obama put into words what America
needs.” Just as it is time to halt the degradation of our
beautiful countryside and waterways, it is time to halt
the degradation of all that we thought we stood for as
a nation. It is time for Democrats, Republicans and in-
dependents to come together and get this country
back on track. The soul of our nation depends on it.

Bob Clark, Venice

Exercise your right to vote at polls

We Americans have a precious sacred right to vote
for our leaders.

The best way to vote is to go to the polling place and
vote in person. It’s an honor. And if we have to stand in
line for a few minutes, that’s even better.

We should proudly exercise our franchise in per-
son, as our parents and grandparents did. 

Absentee ballots were meant for people who are
physically unable to go to the polls, but it’s still better
to be there in person. In some countries, people stand
in line all day just to vote. 

Let’s remember that people fought and died so we
could vote.

Robert Rosenbluth, Sarasota

No problems with voting from home

Absolutely amazing. I received an absentee ballot
for the Aug. 18 election in Sarasota County.

I filled it out, put it in the enclosed envelope, ap-
plied correct postage and put in my mailbox.

There was an email address given to track my bal-
lot. It worked. It gave the date the absentee ballot was
mailed to me and the date the elections office received
my return ballot.

I’m impressed!
Carol Sparker, Sarasota

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

The 2020 pandemic attacked our community
much as the novel coronavirus invades the human
body, ruthlessly exploiting any weaknesses it finds.
Our most tender spots: service-sector workers in
jeopardy; small businesses toppling in a no-tourism
economy; stellar performing arts organizations un-
able to perform; and low-income neighborhoods —
like the ZIP code that encompasses Newtown —
where decades of neglect and underinvestment have
made residents more likely to catch this disease and
die from it.

That was the gist of coordinated public comments
from 10 community leaders Wednesday to the Sara-
sota County Board of Commissioners, charged with
crafting a plan to distribute up to $75.7 million in CO-
VID-19 relief under the federal CARES Act.

Commissioners showed they grasped the urgency
of this moment. And they wisely prioritized deliver-
ing the first quarter of the allotment — $18.9 million
the county now has in hand — to support efforts un-
derway since March to feed and shelter families and
keep the local economy afloat.

True, small attempts to politicize the mercy mis-
sion felt extraneous and discordant. Commissioner
Christian Ziegler made a show of stipulating that he
didn’t want the Sarasota branch of Planned Parent-
hood — a nonprofit that provides low-cost health
care to women, up to and including abortion services
— to receive any federal dollars. And Commissioner
Al Maio worried about business owners without legal
U.S. residency drawing any benefit from the program
(while, of course, in keeping with our entrenched na-
tional pattern of hypocrisy, no one mentioned the
status of those businesses’ employees).

But for the most part, board members kept their
eyes on the finish line: delivering cash into the com-
munity with efficiency, compassion and dispatch.

“This is an emergency situation,” Commissioner
Charles Hines said, emphasizing the mission to
“keep people from getting evicted; keep ‘em fed.”

Last week we urged commissioners to move this
money as swiftly as possible to the gravest trouble
spots in Sarasota County, and concerned constitu-
ents — including those who spoke at the meeting —
have worked to educate them about pressing needs
and viable ways to fill them. Just as our civic weak-
nesses have been exposed, the complicated exercise
of allocating millions in federal relief has also under-
scored our considerable strengths: the enlightened
foundations, nonprofits, business networks and,
yes, government staffers that we have been fortunate
to see stepping up for our common good.

We congratulate all five commissioners for their
unanimity in placing immediate human needs before
the necessity to keep our public services up and run-
ning. As Jon Thaxton of the Gulf Coast Community
Foundation said about workers rendered jobless in
the shutdown, “They were the first to get hit; they
were the most seriously hit. These families are accu-
mulating debt month after month after month.”

And we congratulate the county staff, and the or-
ganizations they consulted — with help from an im-
pressively nimble Economic Development Corpora-
tion — on creating what looks like the best possible
plan within the smallest possible time.

One compelling ask brought to the commissioners
on Wednesday failed to fall into the tidy category of
costs already incurred in response to COVID-19. This
was the concept of repairing and expanding an inad-
equate internet capacity in Newtown, so that home-
bound students and workers there can learn and earn
at the same time, like other county residents. Hines
complained, not without reason, that the idea should
have been brought to the commission two years ago,
when money was available.

But we urge our county and city leaders to rise
above communication lapses in the past, and find a
way to work with the Sarasota NAACP to implement
this fix now, before federal money evaporates at the
end of 2020. Putting Newtown in the loop at last
would meet the highest standard for public invest-
ment: instant payoff, lasting rewards, abiding justice.

The Herald-Tribune Editorial Board

OUR VIEW

Put money
where pain
is urgent

Our greatest vulnerabilities have been exposed by
a relentless global pandemic. Our country’s gravest
sins were brought into the glaring light of a Memorial
Day sun as the final breaths of one man were snuffed
out by the inhumanity of another. 

Will this be the year when everything changes?
Will that change be lasting? 

At USA TODAY and Gannett’s 260 other local daily
news organizations, we are working hard to docu-
ment the story as it unfolds. But our job as journalists
does not end at the first draft of history. Far from it.

In exposing wrongs, shining a light on injustices,
celebrating good works, curating experts who help
identify solutions to our greatest challenges, journal-
ism plays a vital role in creating a brighter future. In
sustaining our democracy.

And so, at a time when the impact of quality jour-
nalism has never been clearer or in greater demand,
thoughtful introspection is required.

There is broad consensus among business leaders
and public officials that the values of diversity and in-
clusion are moral imperatives. There’s a growing un-
derstanding that they are equally vital to better busi-
ness results. This has always been true, especially in
journalism. How can we hope to fully understand the
issues and needs of our communities if our news-
rooms don’t reflect the people we serve?

And yet, across the nation, newsrooms continue to
struggle with a lack of diversity – especially in leader-
ship ranks, including some of our own. We must do
better.

Diversity and inclusion are choices, not just words.
Today, USA TODAY and our local newsrooms are

publishing a census that documents the number of
our journalists who are female, Black, Indigenous and
people of color, putting our staffs in context of our
communities’ demographics.

We are committing to achieving gender, racial and
ethnic parity by 2025 and will report our progress an-
nually. 

As a whole, our news organization has much work
to do to achieve this goal, but there are clear signs of
progress among many of our newsrooms, including:

h Newsrooms such as El Paso and Corpus Christi in
Texas now have majority diverse leadership teams. El
Paso’s newsroom is 58% BIPOC (Black, Indigenous,
people of color). More than half the El Paso newsroom
and its entire leadership team is Latino – while Cor-
pus Christi’s is 47% diverse with 60% diversity in
leadership.

h Many of our newsrooms have women in top lead-
ership and management roles. USA TODAY, for in-
stance, is the only major national newspaper with a
female editor-in-chief and has a leadership team that
is 57% female.

h Of the 11 promotions this year into top editor jobs
throughout our local network or senior leadership at
USA TODAY, eight employees are BIPOC and seven
are women.

I want to acknowledge the gaps in these reported
demographics. They do not completely represent our
diversity nor do they quantify fully how far we must
yet go to be truly representative. Specifically, these
numbers fail to capture sexual orientation or gender
identity. These statistics have not been previously in-
corporated into our human resource reporting or in
the U.S. Census.

Gannett is committed to creating a culture where
every employee feels safe, included and championed
for their full identity. This week, the company an-
nounced important steps to expand our demographic
data to be more inclusive by providing employees the
opportunity to be heard and voluntarily self-identify
as diverse in ways beyond race and ethnicity, such as
identifying as LGBTQ. 

In addition to setting this important parity goal, we
are making significant investments in our coverage of
race, equality and social justice.

By the end of the year, we will have created 20 na-
tional and 40 local jobs focused on social justice, dis-
parities and inclusion to augment our coverage of race
at the intersection of every critical institution, includ-
ing education, health care, criminal justice and the
environment. More than a third of this investment
will come from incremental hiring, and the rest will
result from a reprioritization of existing reporting and
editing resources.

These new hires and jobs serve to underscore our
commitment to diverse staffing and news coverage at
USA TODAY and our local newsrooms. And it’s a com-
mitment that starts at the top.

“Educating, informing and empowering our local
communities is at the core of what our newsrooms do
every day. To do this, we must better reflect who we
serve,” Gannett CEO Mike Reed said. “I’m committed
to providing our journalists with the company sup-
port and financial investment necessary to improve
the diversity of our news organizations to mirror our
communities.”

Today, we reaffirm our mission.
We give voice to the voiceless.
We hold the powerful accountable.
And we will do this with newsrooms that reflect our

communities and news coverage that roots out injus-
tice in all forms and lights the path to a more equitable
future.

We’re committed to diversity
Maribel Perez Wadsworth 
President of news 

for USA TODAY Network / 

Publisher of USA TODAY

SEND A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Letters must have the writer’s name, full address and
daytime phone number and should be no longer
than 200 words. We may condense letters and edit
them for accuracy. Writers can have one published
letter every 30 days. We are unable to acknowledge
or return letters, or to publish every letter we
receive. We no longer accept letters by postal mail.
Email letters to: editor.letters@heraldtribune.com.
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