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TALLAHASSEE – Florida reported
4,684 new coronavirus cases Friday
along with 119 additional deaths while
Democrats in the state Senate sharp-
ened their criticism of Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis’ leadership as the unemployment

rate again climbed.
The overnight virus report brought

Florida’s total cases to 593,286 during
the pandemic. There now are 10,168 Flo-
ridians who have died from COVID-19.

Coronavirus testing continued a six-
day string well below levels seen in early
August and late July, when the number
of daily cases being reported doubled
and tripled Friday’s mark. The state’s
positivity rate for new cases was 6.8%,
also lower than what it had been.

But it also draws focus on DeSantis,

who following his mentor, President
Donald Trump, has begun downplaying
the role of testing. Still, state Sen. Lori
Berman, D-Boynton Beach, said she
thought an increasing number of stu-
dents returning to classrooms in coming
weeks will bring people back to testing
sites.

“Once schools open … I think the
numbers will spike,” Berman said.
“You’re going to see more people go get 

PANDEMIC IN FLORIDA

Virus, jobless numbers on rise 
Critics blast DeSantis 
for downplaying testing

John Kennedy Sarasota Herald-Tribune
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Florida’s unemployment rate rose in
July as coronavirus cases climbed.
LYNNE SLADKY/APSee PANDEMIC, Page 2A

SARASOTA – The Sarasota Police
Department conducted a meticulous

investigation that in-
cluded interviews with
14 people — members of
the senior staff, super-
visors and civilian em-
ployees — after Police
Chief Bernadette DiPino
reported a theft from
her purse, which had

been in her office, according to a police
theft report.

Detectives processed the scene for 

Police chief
reports
theft from
her office
Carlos R. Munoz Sarasota Herald-Tribune
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DiPino

See CHIEF, Page 3A

SARASOTA – A citizen effort to
preserve some of the last rural land-
scape in Sarasota County was dealt
two significant blows late Thursday.

The county planning board didn’t
just unanimously agree to deny the
unique citizen-led proposal to
change the county’s roadmap for
growth. 

The nine-member board charged
with advising the County Commis-

sion also gave a strong indication
that it would look into making it
harder for any resident to help shape
local development decisions. 

Vice Chairman Colin Pember, the
land acquisition manager at the At-
lanta-based construction company
Pulte Group Inc., led the charge. 

Pember said the first-of-its-kind
plan aims to strip away the private
property rights of individuals by de-
grading their investment-backed ex-
pectations at the expense of the
county.

Pember then turned his sights on a
rarely used publicly initiated process
of bringing these changes forward.
He said that the required 20 signa-
tures are insufficient to trigger a re-

quest that the county revisit its
roadmap for growth. 

“I could go to Publix and in five
minutes get 20 signatures,” he said. 

The public amendment was the
brainchild of Becky Ayech, a long-
time resident, environmental activ-
ist and president of the Miakka
Community Club in northeast Sara-
sota County.

Instead of paying the customary
$5,000 fee to pursue the proposed
change, Ayech gathered signatures
of 47 verified registered voters to file
the proposal. She later collected
more than 500 signatures. 

“I find it appalling as a citizen,” 

Residents east of Interstate 75 have been turned down in their effort to preclude more intense development on
6,000 acres north of Fruitville Road. DAN WAGNER/HERALD-TRIBUNE FILE 

One-two punch for
rural preservation

“Planning is supposed to represent the communities that 

are here. It should not be stood on its head by the developers 

or those who simply want to turn and make a profit.”
Susan Schoettle-Gumm, resident and former assistant county attorney

Planning board rejects
Sarasota citizens’ effort

See PLANNING, Page 2A
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As laid out in a federal indictment
unsealed on Thursday, charging for-

mer presidential advis-
er Stephen Bannon and
Sarasota County resi-
dent Andrew Badolato
with wire fraud and
money laundering, the
United States govern-
ment is seeking forfei-
ture of funds that may

be in a bank account controlled by one
of Badolato’s companies.

This could be an indication that 

Feds seek
funds in
Bannon
case
Bank account may be
owned by Badolato firm

Chris Anderson Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

Badolato 

See BADOLATO, Page 3A



Herald-Tribune - 08/22/2020 Page : A02

Copyright � 2020 Herald-Tribune - All rights reserved. Restricted use only 08/22/2020
August 22, 2020 10:43 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 83% from original to fit letter page2A ❚ SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2020 ❚ THE HERALD-TRIBUNE

SARASOTA HERALD-TRIBUNE©
Main Number 953-7755
For Herald-Tribune contact information, visit
HeraldTribune.com/contact.

NEWSROOM
To submit an announcement or access contact
information for our reporters and editors, visit
heraldtribune.com/submit.

ADVERTISING
We offer a comprehensive selection of quality digital
and print products to help grow your business and
more easily navigate the market’s competitive
landscape. To place advertising, please call:
Retail Advertising 361-4000
Classified Advertising 953-5555
Toll-Free 866-700-1515

DELIVERY, BILLING AND CUSTOMER SERVICE
Email or call the numbers below to report a missed
paper, place a vacation stop or start or change your
subscriptions. Our goal is to deliver a dry, readable
paper, on time every day. If we fail to do so, please

call the numbers below and let us know. Delivery is
guaranteed no later than 6:30 a.m. Monday through
Saturday, and 7:30 a.m. Sunday. For newspaper
replacement, we provide redelivery next day or credit
for that day’s paper. Email:
Circulation@HeraldTribune.com
Sarasota ..................................................................... 365-6060
Manatee..................................................................... 745-7888
Charlotte ....................................................................429-5875
Venice ......................................................................... 486-3000
North Port ................................................................. 486-3040
Englewood ................................................................ 473-5475

BACK ISSUES AND PHOTO REPRINTS
To view back issues of the Herald-Tribune, become a
digital subscriber at Subscribe.HeraldTribune.com. To
order staff photo reprints visit HeraldTribune.com

EXECUTIVE TEAM
Matthew Sauer.Executive Editor and General Manager
Stacia King.............................................Advertising Director
Robert Bolone........................................Circulation Director
Danielle Brown ........................Human Resources Director
Chuck Chambers ..................................Production Director
Teri Hess ........................................................Finance Director
Bjorn Morton................Manager of Digital Development
Barbara Peters Smith ....................................Opinion Editor

CORRECTIONS POLICY
The Herald-Tribune corrects all errors of substance
and clarifies misleading or unbalanced information in
news stories. Corrections appear on Page 2A.
PRICES
Home delivery prices include applicable sales tax &
separately stated transportation costs. Call
941-365-6060 to subscribe.

Single copy: $2 Daily / $4 Sunday
Home delivery up to 1 wk up to 13 wks up to 26 wks up
to 52 wks
Daily/Sun. $15.89 206.56 413.13 826.25
Mon.-Sat. $15.89 206.56 413.13 826.25
Mon.-Fri. $8.35 108.50 217.00 433.99
Sat.-Sun.* $7.28 94.64 189.28 378.56
Sun. only* $6.42 83.46 166.92 333.84
Thur.-Sun.* $8.35 108.50 217.00 433.99
*Note: These nondaily subscribers receive the
following holiday editions even if they fall outside the
selected delivery days: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day,
July Fourth, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas
Day.

Print delivery available within the newspaper
distribution area only. By submitting your address
and/or email, you understand that you may receive
promotional offers from Gannett and its related

companies. You may opt out of receiving any such
offers at any time by calling 1-866-284-7102. Due to
the size and value of premium editions there will be
up to a $9.00 surcharge on each date of publication.
Rather than assess an extra charge for premium
editions, we will adjust the length of your
subscription, which accelerates its expiration when
you receive these premium editions. There will be no
more than two (2) premium editions published each
month during the subscription term. Subscribers may
suspend print delivery during vacation periods. Billing
continues for the first seven days and subscriber
maintains access to the digital portion of the
subscription. Credit is given after the initial
seven-day period. Subscribers also have the option to
have print copies held as a Vacation Pack or may
donate the newspaper value to our Newspaper in
Education (NIE) program. For info or to cancel your
subscription, please call 1-866-284-7102.

Herald-Tribune Media Group The Herald-Tribune
(USPS 241-940) is published daily at the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune Co., 1777 Main St., Sarasota, FL
34236. Periodicals postage paid at Sarasota, FL, and
other mailing offices. Postmaster: Send address
changes to Circulation Dept., P.O. Box 1719, Sarasota,
FL 34230.

FLORIDA LOTTERY RESULTS: VISIT FLALOTTERY.COM OR CALL 850-921-7529.

tested, regardless if that’s (DeSantis’)
strategy (to keep numbers low).

There were 79,260 tests reported
Friday by the Florida Department of
Health, the most in six days but still
down from 99,465 on Aug. 7. The last
two weeks of July saw an average
96,380 people tested each day, 20%
more than Friday.

The day Florida shattered a national
record by reporting 15,299 new cases
of coronavirus – July 12 – the state also
reported that 142,981 tests had been
conducted. Epidemiologists view vig-
orous testing, with rapid results that
are still hard to find in Florida, as vital
to controlling the virus.

Sen. Gary Farmer, D-Lighthouse
Point, said the DeSantis administra-
tion was taking an “ostrich approach”
to combating the coronavirus.

With the state’s Department of Eco-
nomic Opportunity reporting Friday
that Florida’s unemployment rate
climbed by one percentage point from
a month earlier to 11.3% in July, Farmer
said it’s clear people are still strug-
gling.

“We see that this virus is not going
away, we see that our economy is con-
tinuing to suffer, and until we have co-
herent plans and leadership from the

very top, Floridians are going to con-
tinue to suffer,” said Farmer, the incom-
ing Senate Democratic leader. “We are
ready to work with (Republican leaders)
to address these problems.”

Senate Democrats echoed what has
been their frequent call for DeSantis
and Republican legislative leaders to
call a special session to deal with the
state budget, difficulties faced by job-
less Floridians seeking benefits, and a
host of other issues stemming from the
economic collapse caused by the virus.

So far, Republicans have ignored the
calls for a special session.

Florida’s unemployment rate in July
topped the national jobless rate of
10.2%.

While all major state industries re-
ported a drop in jobs since last year, out
of the 1.2 million jobs lost at the height of
the state’s shutdown in March, almost
half have returned, DEO reported.

The 8.5 million Floridians who have
jobs represents almost 500,000 fewer
than employed last year, records show.

The state’s leisure and hospitality in-
dustries lost the most jobs, reflected in
stunning unemployment rates in Cen-
tral and South Florida tourist meccas.

Osceola County, in the shadow of
Walt Disney World, had the state’s high-
est unemployment rate at 20.2%, with
neighboring Orange County second at
16.1%. Miami-Dade County was third in
the state, with 14.2% of the workforce
jobless, DEO reported.

Pandemic
Continued from Page 1A

VENICE – The Venice City Council
should finally hold the long-awaited
second reading of an ordinance requir-
ing masks whenever social distancing
can not be observed, when it returns to
regular meetings Tuesday.

Technically this is the first hybrid
City Council meeting, with chambers
at Venice City Hall open – but all seven
members have told City Clerk Lori
Stelzer they plan to attend virtually via
Zoom.

The first reading of the ordinance
passed, 3-2, at an Aug. 3 special meet-
ing, shortly after a vote on an emer-
gency ordinance – which required a
supermajority vote of five of the seven
council members – failed, 4-1.

Vice Mayor Chuck Newsom voted in
dissent then. Council member Joe
Neunder could not attend the special
meeting because he holds regular of-
fice hours on Mondays and Wednes-
day; and council member Nick Pacho-
ta has been deployed with Florida
Emergency Management for COVID-19
response.

Council member Helen Moore, who
originally voted for the emergency or-
dinance after its duration was short-
ened from 60 to 30 days, voted against
the regular ordinance.

Efforts by Venice Mayor Ron Fein-
sod to call a special meeting for the
second of the ordinance while the
council was on summer break were
unsuccessful.

The council unanimously passed a
resolution endorsing the use of masks
on July 22; while a motion directing
staff to craft an ordinance passed at
that meeting on a 5-2 vote, with Neun-
der and Newsom in dissent.

The ordinance as crafted has ex-
emptions for a variety of reasons, in-
cluding exercise and medical needs.

People claiming that they cannot
wear a mask for medical reasons do
not have to provide proof.

Violation of the ordinance carries
with it a $50 fine, unless appealed to the
code enforcement board. After that, the
fine could grow to as much as $500.

Venice Police Chief Tom Mattmuller
said his officers would not push to en-
force an ordinance outdoors and would
likely only enforce the ordinance in-
doors if a proprietor called in a com-
plaint. He noted that with the current
resolution, an officer could respond to a
complaint and If an offending patron re-
fuses to leave, police could cite that per-
son with trespassing.

While it’s possible to attend the hy-
brid meeting, which starts at 9 a.m. in
Council Chambers at Venice City Hall,
city officials are still urging residents to
monitor the meeting via Zoom or on the
city website, venicegov.com.

The council meets at 9 a.m. and can
be monitored online through links at
venicegov.com, via Zoom at
us02web.zoom.us/j/85377942373 or by
phone at 929-205-6099 (when the
meeting ID is requested, enter 853 7794
2373 and then press the # key).

If you currently have Zoom installed
on your computer, tablet, or smart-
phone, you may join the meeting by en-
tering the meeting ID, 853 7794 2373.

To request to speak at the meeting,
visit venicefl.formstack.com/forms/re-
quest_to_speak.

Public comment may also be submit-
ted in writing prior to 8 a.m. Tuesday by
email to ecomment@venicegov.com, by
regular mail to City Clerk Lori Stelzer,
401 W. Venice Ave., Venice, FL 34285, or
by placing it in the drop box outside the
cashier’s office at City Hall.

Mask ordinance
proposal for Venice
goes to 2nd reading 
Earle Kimel
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK Violation of the ordinance

carries with it a $50 fine,

unless appealed to the code

enforcement board. After

that, the fine could grow to

as much as $500.

said Ayech of the planning board. “They
were angry with us and I found it disin-
genuous. It almost felt like they were
punishing us for being the first to follow
the rules.” 

The proposal was submitted and
supported by Ayech and other home-
owners in nearby Old Miakka, where
cows, horses and pasture still dominate
the landscape. 

They’re seeking to preclude more in-
tense development on 6,000 acres
north of Fruitville Road — a rural area
far from the county’s urban core — by
amending the county’s comprehensive
plan, which outlines how and where
growth occurs.

However, a number of property own-
ers within the 6,000 acres of pasture
land say that effort — which is expected
to go before county commissioners in
September — would strip them of their
rights to build homes there. 

“This allows a small group to hijack
the county planning process,” said Bill
Merrill of Icard Merrill law firm, who
represents landowners who own about
5,000 acres of the land in question. 

“It promotes chaos and it would con-
stitute a serious deprivation of private
property rights, which could result in
millions of dollars in liability against the
county,” Merrill said. 

Prior to a rezoning, developers are re-
quired to get the consent of the property
owner beforehand. By law, only a prop-
erty owner or the County Commission
can do so. So what happens when some-
one is trying to alter the use of land that
they don’t even own? 

The answer is it’s complicated. It also
hasn’t been done before in Sarasota
County. 

Any repercussions would be on the
County Commission, because it took up
the responsibility when it voted last
September to support further consider-
ation of the proposal.

Assistant County Attorney Josh
Moye urged caution on Thursday — say-
ing that if the petition is successful, the
county would face some legal risk.

However, Moye also said it’s unclear at
how much of a risk the county would
face.

“It’s just really hard here because it
all just depends on what’s been done
to prepare the properties” in terms of a
vested interest, Moye said. 

Pember, who pushed to have the
county investigate the publicly initiat-
ed process, had the harshest words for
the proposal:

“Mark my words on the record: If
this comprehensive plan amendment
is approved, it is sure to face a wave of
Burt Harris litigation claims and the
county will incur significant costs in
defending those claims,” referring to a
state private property rights protec-
tion law.

Commissioner Kevin Cooper, who
is also the vice president of communi-
cations and strategic initiatives for
Mote Marine, addressed several mer-
its of the citizen-led initiative, saying
he supports preserving open space
and protecting the rural character of
northeastern county. However, he was
afraid to move forward with the possi-
bility of future litigation. 

“Advising someone to do something
that would get them sued is what I
consider to be pretty bad advice,”
Cooper said. 

In speaking against the citizen-ini-
tiated plan, Commissioner Justin Tay-
lor, the executive vice president of
MRT Lawn and Garden, said he was
“very afraid about the dangerous pre-
cedent” that the citizen-led initiative
would set.”

Susan Schoettle-Gumm, a longtime
resident and former assistant county
attorney, said that all the Miakka Com-
munity Club is doing is what develop-
ers have been doing for years. 

“I find it somewhat disingenuous
that the development community,
those owning that land, are pointing to
us, and somehow rigging the system or
violating the framework that the plan-
ning process is supposed to go
through,” she said.

“Planning is supposed to represent
the communities that are here. It
should not be stood on its head by the
developers or those who simply want
to turn and make a profit.”

Cattle graze in a
field off Myakka
Road in Old
Miakka.
DAN WAGNER/

HERALD-TRIBUNE

FILE

Planning
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FLORIDA LOTTO

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 19......................2-4-6-42-43-51 (x2)
6 of 6: $1.5 million (0). Saturday’s jackpot $2M
5 of 6: $9,635.50 (7). 4 of 6: $80 (544).
3 of 6: $5 (12,811).
2 (with XTRA): Free ticket (44,455).

POWERBALL

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 19......13-23-47-55-58 PB: 23 (x10)
5+PB: $22 million (0). Saturday’s jackpot $29M
5 of 5: $1 million (0).
4+PB: $50,000 (1). 4 of 5: $100 (16).
3+PB: $100 (42). 3 of 5: $7 (950).
2+PB: $7 (805). 1+PB: $4 (6,116). PB: $4 (14,691).

MEGA MILLIONS

TUESDAY, AUG. 18 ................4-18-26-27-58 MB: 23 (x4)
5+MB: $40M (0). Friday’s jackpot $49M.
5 of 5: $1 million (0). 4+MB: $10,000 (1).
4 of 5: $500 (13). 3+MB: $200 (31).
3 of 5: $10 (979). 2+MB: $10 (688).
1+MB: $4 (5,308). MB: $2 (12,520).

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY

TUESDAY, AUG. 18.............................. 12-14-24-28-33-39
6 of 6: $250,000 (0). 5 of 6: $663.50 (15).
4 of 6: $22 (1,089). 3 of 6: $1 (18,119).
Combo10+: $10,000 (2). Combo9: $500 (10).
Combo8: $50 (66). Combo7: $20 (521).
Combo6: $10 (2,696) Combo5: $5 (10,124).
Combo4: Free ticket (26,990).

FANTASY 5

THURSDAY, AUG. 20 ....................................6-10-15-17-34
5 of 5: $180,490.68 (1). 4 of 5: $129.50 (224). 
3 of 5: $10 (8,092). 2 of 5: Free ticket (79,959). 

PICK 2, 3, 4, 5

FRIDAY, AUG. 21, MIDDAY
4-5 .................2-4-7 .................9-9-3-6 .................1-2-0-6-4
THURSDAY, AUG. 20 EVENING
3-4 .................1-6-9 .................0-4-9-0 .................5-3-0-1-1

CASH4LIFE

THURSDAY, AUG. 20 ......................10-15-23-35-59 CB: 2
No winner of $1,000 a day for life.
No winners of $1,000 a week for life.
4 of 5+CB: $2,500 (2). 4 of 5: $500 (4).
3 of 5+CB: $100 (68). 3 of 5: $25 (242)
2 of 5+CB: $10 (1,308). 2 of 5: $4 (4,043)
1 of 5+CB: Free ticket (8,302)

Florida Lottery 
Results are for tickets sold only in Florida


