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Glass’ impact on community well-expressed

Your editorial about my mother, Pat Glass, was
deeply moving (“Manatee County had a lifelong
champion in Pat Glass,” Sept. 5). I wish she were here
to read it, because she would appreciate each of your
well-chosen words and phrases, as she was a writer
and wordsmith herself.

As I was reading the editorial, I began to realize
how much she really did love this community and the
impact she has made. It was so well said, “Her solid
tenure, and lasting infl�uence, are relics from a time
when local politicians were invested in the future be-
cause they expected to be part of it.”

Even though she is gone, her incredible work and
spirit will live on in this community. Thank you for ex-
pressing her legacy so eloquently. 

Mary Glass, Lakewood Ranch

Wrong choice for new real estate column

Every Journalism 101 class teaches students a basic
principle of the business, not allowing the publishing
side, which sells advertising, to infl�uence the editorial
side, which reports information and expresses opi-
nion.

That policy has been eroding in recent years and
the Herald-Tribune’s appointment of Michael and
Drayton Saunders as real estate columnists makes it
extinct.

I have great respect for mother and son, for their
business acumen and community spirit. But even un-
derstanding that times are tough for your paper, what
were you thinking?

And what an insult to former real estate editor Har-
old Bubil, a fi�rst-rate journalist whose retirement is a
sorrowful, if necessary, loss to our town. 

Molly Schechter, Longboat Key

Like Pine View, fi�rst school serves gifted

In her column Sept. 2, Opinions Editor Barbara Pe-
ters Smith advances the notion that the “original” idea
of “plucking the brightest children ... and sequester-
ing them on their own campus” is “appalling, undem-
ocratic, antithetical to the very concept of public edu-
cation.” 

Well, Ms. Smith, the concept dates back centuries.
Boston Latin School (founded 1635), the oldest public
school in the nation, has long been a school for the
gifted and it has been under siege for its purported
elitism far longer than Pine View, yet it endures.

Interestingly, the fi�rst public school was funded by
private donations, not taxes. Ah, that “insidious pub-
lic patronage” rears its ugly head again.

I fi�nd it particularly fascinating that with all of the

options available to her, Ms. Smith enrolled her chil-
dren at Pine View. Sometimes the sanctimonious
among us need to be challenged for their hypocrisy.

Grace Valentino, Sarasota

Trump’s disdain for military disgraceful

In 1966, during the Vietnam War, I was drafted. I
could have gotten a deferment due to a large cyst on
the base of my spine. But I watched the body bags on
the news every night, and I knew I had to go. 

President Donald J. Trump chose instead to get his
doctor – a tenant of his father’s – to claim he had bone
spurs so he could stay home. 

Now, in an article from The Atlantic, matched by
Fox News, we learn of his complete disdain for our
men and women in uniform, calling those who died in
the service of their country “losers” and “suckers.”

He started with his attack in 2015 on Sen. John
McCain, calling him a loser for being captured. Then
he argued with a Gold Star family on national TV and
called American war dead in a cemetery in France
“losers.”

If we let him get away with this, we have failed as a
country. Any veteran out there who still feels that he
or she might still vote for this disgrace of a man should
visit a national cemetery and explain your decision to
those who sacrifi�ced and are no longer with us.

Capt. Phil Ruffi�ni, Venice

Democratic Party taken over by radicals

I think it’s time we review our political thinking.
Republicans are not the enemy of Democrats. We
have always debated politics, but we always remained
friends. When our country is attacked, we become
one team.

The once great Democratic Party is not the same
one we knew growing up. Much of it has been taken
over by the far-left radicals. The strong Democrats
should think about forming a new party before it’s too
late.

It’s hard to believe that the majority of Democrats
agree with the total destruction and takeover of our
country. The new crowd wants to rewrite our history,
destroy our statues, change our language with non-
sense words and take control of our children and our
lives. 

This is not the type of country we believe in.
The young people don’t know what they are help-

ing create. Their lives will be just as miserable as ev-
eryone else’s. Once it happens, it will be next to im-
possible to get our country back. 

Stop and think. Politics aren’t that important.
What is important are the lives of our children.

Larry J. Tracy, Sarasota

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Just about two decades ago, I heard tell of a wom-
an in Old Miakka named Becky Ayech, who had some
contrarian opinions about the monumental long-
range planning process our county had just underta-
ken, known as Sarasota 2050.

I called her up and we arranged to meet at the
northern entrance of Myakka River State Park. We
sat on the grass and gazed at pine trees and pondered
the fate of East County – those palmetto-studded ru-
ral expanses that had been protected from develop-
ment by something called the Urban Service Bound-
ary, but would not be for very much longer.

Toward the end of our talk, Ayech drilled to the
heart of what she called “the major fl�aw” in the 2050
concept, which aimed to redefi�ne these open agricul-
tural lands as green preserves punctuated by clus-
tered villages and hamlets, mirroring some hazy ideal
of a bucolic English countryside.

“Sarasota,” she told me, “is a place where people
move at least every fi�ve years. If you have people who
are only going to live someplace for two to fi�ve years,
you’ll never create a village. I know what they’re try-
ing to capture, but it’s not a question that goes to the
heart of what Sarasota is like. If it did, we wouldn’t
see so many houses for sale all over town.”

Early last year I met up with Ayech again, this time
at the beloved country schoolhouse in Old Miakka.
She was still fi�ghting to maintain Old Miakka’s hold
on its small piece of permanence that is the excep-
tion to Sarasota’s – and most of Florida’s – rule of
constant churn. And she had come up with what
seemed a brilliant maneuver: to propose an amend-
ment to the county’s comprehensive plan, just as de-
velopers do when the rules get in their way.

She pretty much knew how this ploy would end, as
it did last month with a unanimous thumbs-down
from the county’s Planning Board, with umbrage at-
tached. While the rural heritage proposal will still get
a hearing from the full county commission this fall,
it’s safe to assume our elected offi�cials have already
gathered their nails for its coffi�n.

But something happened during Ayech’s shrewd
reboot of the planning process: The concept of rural
heritage, the notion that a way of life is worth pre-
serving, has escaped the shackles of the three-min-
ute public-comment sound bite and become a part of
our community discourse.

It surfaced swiftly at a recent Tiger Bay Club de-
bate between candidates for the commission seat
representing East County. “Keep the country coun-
try,” Democratic challenger Mark Pienkos said, is
“not a cry just simply for the folks out in the eastern
portion of our county. It should be a cry for all of us.”

The telling pivot from Republican incumbent Mike
Moran was to paint Pienkos as one of those interlop-
ers who swan into Florida and try to show us how to
run things. Moran said it was akin to him traveling up
to Pienkos’ former home and “lecturing the folks of
Wisconsin on how to milk cows.”

Funny how quickly a genuine discussion in Florida
about urban sprawl can disintegrate into a specious,
no-win confl�ict over who was here fi�rst.

But the question of what is truly worth preserving
as we accommodate new residents should remain on
the table between now and Nov. 3 – for all local candi-
dates, and most especially for those who aspire to a
seat in Tallahassee, where Florida’s real growth deci-
sions are made.

Barbara Peters Smith is the Herald-Tribune’s opin-
ions editor.

Barbara Peters Smith
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

The growth
story gets 
a new twist

“If you have people who are only going to live
someplace for two to five years, you’ll never create
a village.”

Becky Ayech, Old Miakka resident

Before COVID-19, before nationwide protests, and
before rioting shook our streets, one of the biggest is-
sues during the Democratic presidential primary de-
bates was that of the absurdly high cost of college and
associated student debt.

It’s a legitimate issue. College is exceedingly ex-
pensive. But the Democratic candidates never got into
why college costs have been skyrocketing faster than
even health care or what to do about the underlying
problem. Instead, they off�ered government bailouts in
the form of debt forgiveness and socialism is the form
of free college for everyone. These “solutions” would
actually make the problem immensely, unsustainably
worse.

For instance, Democrat standard-bearer Joe Biden
wants to expand federal income-based college debt
forgiveness and create a free public college program
for families making less than $125,000.

But higher education was never to be intended as
an entitlement. The underlying problem that the
Democrat candidates did not identify was the mar-
ket-destroying interference by the federal govern-
ment in guaranteeing loans in such a massive way
that college administrators had zero incentive to con-
tain costs. They had a blank check and they used it.

The numbers tell the story. In the past 20 years, tu-
ition is up 77% more than the general rate of infl�ation,
and even 37% more than the surging costs of health
care. It’s truly out of control. The Higher Education
Act of 1972 stipulated that student loans through
banks and the Department of Education would be
government guaranteed — no risk to the banks. So
naturally, enormous numbers of teens “qualifi�ed” for
the loans.

At fi�rst, it created an opportunity for many that had
not existed. But as enrollment and college costs
soared, the federal government just kept pumping out
ever more guaranteed loans.

Worse, the virtually endless fl�ow of money meant
universities could heedlessly birth giant bureaucra-
cies and charge into largely market-less fi�elds, social
justice programs and other “soft” degrees. Students
with these majors discovered they had the same ridic-
ulously high debts as engineers, economists, math-
ematicians, scientists and so on, but they had degrees
that were far less valuable.

More numbers round this out. Nearly two-thirds of
all high school graduates enroll in college — a statistic

which, in itself, makes no sense for the job market. But
40% of those drop out of college before completing a
degree and frequently are stuck with entry-level jobs
and still crushing debt. Of those that do graduate,
about 25 percent earn the same as an average high
school graduate, but with all the debt. So more than
half of high school students who grab the federally
guaranteed loans for college are actually making a bad
fi�nancial decision.

But no matter to the universities. They have the
guaranteed river of taxpayer money and they just kept
growing the pricey edifi�ce of the modern university.
The losers in this are the students and the taxpayers.

There was essentially no accountability because
the federal government’s interference had destroyed
market discipline. If Democrats understood the rea-
son for the high costs, they could hardly admit it was
the federal government’s fault, and at the same time
say the federal government would fi�x it by doubling
down.

The rest of the impact of ruining the market mech-
anism meant that many students who were not qual-
ifi�ed nonetheless went off� to college, and now we have
shortages of skilled talent in basic well-paying ca-
reers such as electricians, plumbers, welders and so
on. Many of these professions make more than the
college students who have expensive degrees for
which there is no market and they enter these sectors
with no college debt. The professional trades should
be encouraged for many high school students.

The solution here is obvious. We need to return the
market forces to both pricing higher education and
determining degree off�erings. Peter Morici, an econo-
mist and professor at the Smith School of Business at
the University of Maryland, suggested a few ways this
could happen in a MarketWatch article.

“To enroll students with federally guaranteed
loans, universities should be required to freeze tuition
until the infl�ation-adjusted cost of college is in line
with health care infl�ation over the last two decades.
And universities should be required to borrow against
their endowments, buildings and land to provide half
the funds for student loans — and take losses if those
are not repaid.”

Forcing market results would result in professors
spending more time in classrooms and less in their
own ventures; the soft majors with minimal opportu-
nities would be reduced; and the bloated bureaucra-
cies, including an army of speech-enforcing political
correctness police, would be scaled back.

Florida State Rep. Tommy Gregory, R-Sarasota,
represents House District 73 covering parts of Saraso-
ta County and Manatee County.

End the easy money fl�owing to colleges

Your Turn
Tommy Gregory

Guest columnist
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