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Amending county plan laborious

In an article Sept. 5, “Panel: Revisit public input,”
members of the Sarasota County Planning Commis-
sion complained that 20 signatures was too low a bar
to initiate a public amendment to the Comprehensive
Plan. That is an extreme oversimplification of the
process.

After getting 20 signatures from citizens, a request
for an amendment has to go to the Planning Commis-
sion, then get approved by the county commissioners.

After the request is approved, then the detailed
amendment can go through the normal process of re-
view by the Planning Commission and the County
Commission.

If the amendment is again approved by the county,
it goes to the state for review. It then comes back to the
County Commission for final approval.

While developers need only one approval for a
comprehensive plan amendment, citizens require
three approvals by the County Commission!

Mike Hutchinson, Sarasota

Don’t give in to CROSS during pandemic

I thoroughly enjoyed Carrie Seidman’s satirical col-
umn labeling what’s ailing us in the pandemic:
CROSS, or Coronavirus Rage and Oppositional Sour-
ness Syndrome.

After reading it, I hopped on my bike to play tennis
at Payne Park, riding down Shade Avenue to avoid
traffic.

I had the most pleasant experience with three dif-
ferent sets of crossing guards, who were cheerful, cor-
dial, congenial, cautious and considerate as they held
up stop signs for me to cross at their corners (with no
other students or people around).

These CROSSing guards must have the antibodies
to end CROSS as they showed no signs of the syn-
drome and are to be commended for curing this senior
citizen’s CROSS (at least for one day!).

JoMarie Privitera, Sarasota

No big revelations about Trump in new book

Every time our society has a crisis (hurricane, bliz-
zard, etc.) on the horizon, government leaders rou-
tinely try to project calm and avoid panic.

“We are ready for this storm. FEMA has supplies
staged. All municipal workers are on call for the dura-
tion of the storm.” 

Is anyone really surprised by the Bob Woodward
“revelations,” in his new book “Rage,” that President
Donald Trump was fully aware of the seriousness of
COVID-19, but was concerned about not causing a
panic?

Given that in one day all the toilet paper on retail
shelves was gone and hoarded certainly argues in fa-
vor of that strategy. 

In late February and early March, Joe Biden, Rep.

Nancy Pelosi, Sen. Chuck Schumer, New York City
Mayor Bill de Blasio, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
and Dr. Anthony Fauci are all on record (videotape)
urging Americans not to curtail activities. On Feb. 29,
Biden said, “There is no need to panic.”

The Woodward-Trump interviews took place from
December 2019 to July 2020. Surely, if there was any
validity to the caterwauls of the left that “Trump in-
tentionally lied and cost American lives,” then Wood-
ward would have written an exposé right away for the
front page of the Washington Post.

In September, it’s “Much Ado About Nothing.”
Tom Smith, Sarasota

President’s negligence led to many deaths

I am a New Yorker. Every year, I watch the 9/11 cere-
monies at Ground Zero and mourn.

The murder of 3,000 Americans was unthinkable. I
look at the pictures and think about the horrible loss
of life, and cry. I also remember how we all pulled to-
gether, honoring our heroes and shouting “USA, USA!”

However, the deliberate negligent murder of more
than 190,000 Americans by President Donald Trump
is beyond unthinkable. If he had only been honest
with us about the pandemic’s true danger at the start,
many lives would have been spared. 

When this divider-in-chief is forced out, maybe we
can pull together once more. 

Randy Kraft, Bradenton

Americans benefit from social welfare

There is a loud squawk from the White House and
the elected Republicans that we are headed for a ter-
rible socialistic disaster.

I, for one, would be very uncomfortable, physically
and economically, were it not for the benefits that I
receive from Medicare, Social Security and many oth-
er government-run programs that make my life more
pleasant and actually more tolerable!

I can hardly imagine the hue and cry when these
social welfare programs are defunded or allowed to
disappear into the swamp!

Jane S. Oaks, Longboat Key

Get full measure of veep candidates

In this era of unusual “firsts,” I’d like to see a new
element introduced to our political forum. 

Why not add to the presidential debate season two
additional options: a head-to-head between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Sen. Kamala Harris and an-
other debate between Vice President Pence and for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden?

We might as well learn the full measure of these
pairs. After all, one of these vice presidential candi-
dates might end up as president one day.

Barbara K. Bailey, Sarasota

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Last week, a reader sent me a link to an article she
saw as convincing proof that a recent national maga-
zine piece about the president was an outright fab-
rication. 

I knew that trying to point out the flimsiness of her
preferred version would only make me sound arro-
gant or defensive, and cement her suspicion that all
members of the press – even lowly toilers at her
hometown newspaper – are secretly trying to impose
our own views on credulous consumers of the news.
So instead I thanked her, and sent her a link in return,
to a Scientific American article I had just finished
reading: “Cognitive Ability and Vulnerability to Fake
News.”

I found it pertinent to her situation – and all of
ours, really, as this election season catches fire. The
authors cited research that some brains are better
than others at tossing discredited information from
their working memory – so people who have a hard
time ridding themselves of “mental clutter” are more
likely to cling to a false version of events, despite
fresh evidence to the contrary.

In other words, a willingness to change your mind
indicates that you have a more efficiently functioning
one.

A proven tactic for lodging junk in the attics of our
cognitive process, the authors explain, is repetition.
That’s why nonstop on-message harangues of cable
news commentators, and redundant political ads,
are brilliant at getting inside viewers’ heads and
building little fortresses of misinformation in there.
Once that happens, all the battering rams of daily
journalism don’t stand much of a chance. Any revela-
tion that doesn’t fit will bounce off.

So I’m going to try a repetition tactic of my own:
This marks the third time this year that I will suggest
we “stop fighting about all the wrong things.” 

Squabbling over whether President Donald Trump
did or did not say something outrageous is an excel-
lent example of a wrong thing. For anyone who cares
to know where our president stands, reliable evi-
dence abounds.

With less than two months until Nov. 3, here are
some examples of better topics for debate that spring
to my cluttered mind: What do we want our grand-
children, and their children, to think about the
choices we made in 2020? Where do we want deci-
sions about our environment, education, water qual-
ity and growth to be made – locally, or in Tallahassee?
How should we use our voting power to diminish the
sway of money in our political system, or do we even
care?

When I asked Herald-Tribune readers months ago
what role you wanted your newspaper to play in this
year’s elections, you answered overwhelmingly that
you want us to provide you with as much information
as possible about candidates and issues. But you did
not want us to tell you how to vote.

So in the interests of an open and informative dis-
course, we invite you to speak up now, as we did be-
fore the August primary. Candidates are welcome to
submit guest editorials that are thoughtful argu-
ments offering insight into their thinking on a current
topic. Readers who favor or oppose certain candi-
dates, national or local, can express themselves in
letters to the editor.

The last publication date for guest editorials and
letters to the editor related to the general election will
be Tuesday, Oct. 27, a week before the final vote. The
only exception will be submissions from candidates
responding to opinions we published before the cut-
off date.

Let’s help each other, with courtesy and respect,
clean out our mental attics before it’s too late.

Barbara Peters Smith is the Herald-Tribune’s opin-
ions editor.
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There’s still
time left 
for opening
our minds

As I pile on another year in my march toward the
century mark, it occurred to me that something near
and dear is a lot closer (besides my soon to be 88-year-
old mom): the Herald-Tribune.

Yes, lost in the tumult and shuffling of 2020 – a
year that, at least in my experience – has been like no
other, the Herald-Tribune is celebrating its 95th year.

As a history buff I think of all the amazing things
that have happened since our launch more than nine
decades ago.

The Sarasota Herald was founded by David Lind-
say in 1925, a historic year unto itself: Italy came un-
der a dictatorship; Nellie Tayloe Ross became the first
woman governor in U.S. history; Calvin Coolidge was
inaugurated as president; and the famous Alaskan
sled dog teams reached Nome, Alaska, with diphthe-
ria serum.

Tennessee biology teacher John T. Scopes was ar-
rested in what would pit lawyers Clarence Darrow and
William Jennings Bryan over the question of teaching
evolution in schools; F. Scott Fitzgerald published
“The Great Gatsby” (a tome capturing some of the ex-
cesses of the Roaring ’20s); the Chrysler Corp. was
founded; the country music radio program The Grand
Ole Opry was first broadcast; New York City became
the largest city in the world, taking that title from
London; and the first National Spelling Bee was held.

Don’t get me started on who was born that year.
Among the luminaries: astronaut Scott Carpenter, ac-
tor Rod Steiger; baseball’s Yogi Berra; Macolm X; actor
Tony Curtis; beloved First Lady Barbara Bush; game
show genius Merv Griffin; blues master B.B. King;
comic Lenny Bruce; singer, dancer, musician and ac-
tor Sammy Davis Jr.; the equally talented Dick Van
Dyke; and future U.S. attorney general and presiden-
tial candidate Robert F. Kennedy.

In our Sunshine State, as this newspaper was
founded, Sarasota County was celebrating its fourth
anniversary as a county, carved out of Manatee Coun-
ty in 1921. The University of Miami was chartered in
Coral Gables; Florida was in the middle of its land

boom; Boca Raton was incorporated as was Hialeah
and Hollywood; and Martin and Indian River counties
came into being.

I was reminded of all that history – and much of it
from before and beyond 1925 – while I was in our of-
fices last week shooting some video for an upcoming
awards show.

Down one hallway are reproductions of front pages
from various, generally huge historical events, among
them world wars, hurricanes, key battles, civil rights
victories, moon landings and, of course, something
we just marked somberly for the 19th time: 9/11.

Two decades later, it feels like we’re living in equal-
ly historic times. Certainly nothing has shaken this
nation since the Great Recession and possibly 9/11
than the COVID-19 pandemic and this year’s natural
disasters and social upheaval.

Sometimes it’s hard to see the history happening
around you because you’re so deep in it. As Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. prophetically said: “We are not makers of
history. We are made by history.”

This feels like one of the those moments. What
does the world look like going forward? Many busi-
ness are being reshaped by necessity of these times.
Many institutions we regarded as unshakable con-
stants are proving vulnerable. Many lives are being
disrupted, with little sign that will end soon.

We are linear creatures, moving forward, not back.
But it is important that we look back occasionally to
remember who we are. Some of who we are is who we
were and all of that informs who we want to be.

I didn’t know the Lindsays. My time at the paper
started under the ownership of the New York Times
Co. and the editorship of the redoubtable Diane
McFarlin.

Three more owners came along: Halifax Media,
GateHouse Media and now Gannett Co. They all oper-
ated mostly on a philosophy akin to that of legendary
investor Warren Buffett: buy great companies with
great people and let those people run them for you.

We’ve been with this community for 95 years, liter-
ally through hell and high water. I’m already looking
forward to the century mark and can’t thank you
enough for helping us to get this far.

We’ll be doing more to celebrate our journey with
you as this historic year unfolds.

Matthew Sauer, the Herald-Tribune’s executive ed-
itor and general manager, can be reached at mat-
thew.sauer@heraldtribune.com.

Remembering, celebrating as
the Herald-Tribune turns 95

The Edge
Matthew Sauer
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SEND A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Letters must have the writer’s name, full address and
daytime phone number and should be no longer
than 200 words. We may condense letters and edit
them for accuracy. Writers can have one published
letter every 30 days. We are unable to acknowledge
or return letters, or to publish every letter we
receive. We no longer accept letters by postal mail.
Email letters to: editor.letters@heraldtribune.com.
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