
Herald-Tribune - 09/18/2020 Page : A11

Copyright � 2020 Herald-Tribune - All rights reserved. Restricted use only 09/18/2020
September 18, 2020 7:14 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

heraldtribune.com ❚ FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2020 ❚ 11A

VIRTUAL AND ONLINE
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE!

Storm Certified Experts
FREE Storm Damage Inspections

Average Roof Takes 2 Days to Complete

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT!

XXX-XXX-XXXX

NEED A NEW ROOF?
Total Home Roofing is Here to Help!

Nations Premier Re-Roof Specialist
Written estimates provided same day as appointment

Fully Licensed and Insured
LIC: CCC1330489

Ask Us About our Financing Options Today!

*Financing Available with approved Credit.

Total Home
Difference

Serving all of Florida
Dedicated Customer Service
Dedicated Project Managers
Dedicated warranty department

You Have
Full Control

Financing Available with
Approved Credits

All major credit cards accepted / No
additional charge

No down payments required

Reputation Is
Everything

#1 Most Reviewed Roofing
Company
#1 Highest Rated Roofing
Company
A+ Rating with BBB

Save
Time

24hr Guaranteed leak response
included with all new roofs
Most roofs completed in
2 days or less
Written estimates are provided
SAME DAY of appointment

Asphalt Shingle Roofs Tile RoofsMetal Roofs

24 Months
0% APR1

Equal monthly
payments.

Paid in full after
24 equal monthly

payments.

18 Months
No Interest2

No interest if paid in full
within 18 months

28.99% interest rate
charged to account
from purchase date
after 18 months.

12 Months same as Cash.
No Interest or Payments

for 12 Months.
Rolls into a 19.50%
simple interest loan
after 12 months.

12 Months
No Payment4

120 Months
9.99% APR5

9.99% simple interest
loan for 120 months

Can be paid off any time
without penalty.

6 Months same as Cash.
No Interest or Payments

for 6 Months
Rolls into 9.99%

simple interest loan for
120 months.

6 Months
No Interest3
6 Months

No Payment

941-866-4308
FO-1890458

Things we would currently be better
off without:

h People who ride bikes on the side-
walk

h Robocalls
h Third parties
I know, I raised the bar a little at the

end. Just trying to sneak us into a dis-
cussion of a critical part of our presiden-
tial elections that almost no one can
stand to talk about.

There’ll be quite a few third-party
candidates floating around on our bal-
lots this year. Some are doing fine things
on the state and local levels, but avoid
the ones who want to run the country.
Most of them are feeding off a neither-
candidate-is-good-enough syndrome
that makes people vote for mystery men
and women who come attached to a
nice-sounding party label. It makes you
feel superior — you won’t just settle.

Real-world elections require you to
look over a list of deeply imperfect can-
didates and pick the ones whose priori-
ties are closest to yours. It’s not like get-
ting married. There’s really no option for
hanging onto your ballot until a better
person comes along.

Throwing your support to a third-
party candidate with no hope whatso-
ever of getting elected is, however, a
good way to dodge responsibility.

The absolute worst aspect of third
parties is the way they can screw things
up for the person most voters would ac-
tually prefer in the real world. You will
perhaps remember that in 2016, candi-
dates from the Green Party and the Lib-

ertarian Party amassed itsy-bitsy vote
totals that nevertheless might have
deprived Hillary Clinton of just enough
support in a few critical states, tossing
the presidency to you-know-who.

Or 2000, when George W. Bush beat
Al Gore thanks to a few hundred votes
in Florida — a state where Green Party
candidate Ralph Nader got nearly
100,000 votes. I don’t know whether
Nader still feels he made the righteous
move. Haven’t talked with him since
he told me he wouldn’t vote for either
Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton.

Some of the third-party candidates
you want to watch out for are the ones
with great name recognition and no
qualifications whatsoever. For in-
stance, Kanye West is going to be run-
ning for president in some states, like
Colorado and Minnesota, as the one
and only candidate of — are you
ready? — the Birthday Party.

These days Republicans tend to be
third-party fans, possibly because so
many of the ones with ballot lines have
names that sound liberal and would
presumably dilute support from the
Democrats.

In Montana, hundreds of people
who signed petitions to put Green Par-
ty candidates on the ballot asked for
their names to be removed after they
learned the Republicans had secretly
invested $100,000 in a signature-
gathering effort for the Greens.

When you’re counting the parties,
by the way, don’t forget the Constitu-
tion Party, whose presidential nomi-
nee, Don Blankenship, is the former
CEO of a mining company who spent a
year in jail after one of the company’s
mines in West Virginia exploded, kill-
ing 29 people. Really. He’s on the ballot
in 21 states.

Gail Collins writes for The New York
Times.

A grim time to go Green

Gail Collins
Columnist

In sharp contrast to its impressive
performance with the CARES Act,
which was passed in less than two
weeks, Congress’s attempt at a second
major pandemic relief bill has been a
rolling disaster for nearly two months.

To prevent a lasting recession from
taking hold, Congress needs to find a
compromise.

The bipartisan Problem Solvers Cau-
cus in the House laid out just such a
blueprint on Tuesday. It’s not perfect. It
won’t satisfy Democratic demands for
huge state and local aid, or placate the
Republican desire to cut costs. It might,
however, be enough to keep the econo-
my growing through the end of the year
and give the U.S. a shot at avoiding an-
other decade of labor-market pain. Still,
passage is a long shot.

If Congress does nothing, how might
the economy respond? It’s worth noting
that the situation now is much different
than it was six months ago, when the
economy began collapsing at a record
pace. The original outbreak in the
Northeast has been largely contained,
and the secondary wave that passed
through much of the rest of the nation
was weaker than feared. More decisive-
ly, over the last few months the U.S.
economy has been bouncing back
across a variety of measures.

Two of the three most volatile sectors
of the economy, business investment
and housing starts, have largely recov-
ered. The third – consumer durable pur-
chases, such as appliances and automo-

biles – has surged past pre-pandemic
levels. Unemployment, meanwhile,
has fallen from a postwar record of
nearly 15% in April to just more than
8% in August. Nonetheless, the recov-
ery is still fragile and the potential for
additional surges remains. 

This underlying weakness hasn’t
shown up in the spending numbers
precisely because the CARES Act was
so powerful. The large unemployment
insurance supplement in the package
meant that millions of furloughed
workers actually saw their incomes
rise. Not only were they slated to get
their jobs back, but while they were
waiting to be recalled, they took home
more money. 

Disposable personal income will
continue to fall as more employees
come back to work and their earnings
are not supplemented by the govern-
ment. At that point, the weakness in
the labor market is likely to translate
into a renewed decline in spending.
That decline will, in turn, weaken
companies’ demand for workers. As a
result, the current slow decline in the
full-recall unemployment rate will
stall out and possibly reverse. 

This time around, there is unlikely
to be a subprime-financed housing
boom to snap the economy out of its
malaise. It could be 2025 before the
underlying weakness in the job market
is addressed, and 2030 before the
economy returns to anything close to
full employment. This slow-moving
crisis isn’t as emotionally salient as
the one the U.S. economy faced in
March, but it is no less real. To avoid it,
Congress will have to work together
again – and soon. 

Bloomberg Opinion columnist Karl
W. Smith is vice president for federal
policy at the Tax Foundation.

The do-nothing Congress

Karl W. Smith
Columnist

“Dragnet” was the show that made
the phrase, “Just the facts, ma’am”
famous. The facts are getting lost in
the discussion of CPA-2019-C, the
comprehensive plan amendment
which strives to Keep the Country-
…Country; Rural Heritage Not Urban
Sprawl.

The Old Miakka community partic-
ipated not only in the 2050 RMA com-
prehensive plan amendment, but pre-
vious comprehensive plans as well.
Documents and testimony, over and
over again, said the community should
remain rural and agricultural. In the
2050 discussions, the County sold the
hamlet idea as 50 to 150 houses, sur-
rounded by open space.

Our community never supported
hamlets.

In an effort to support the wishes of
the community to preserve Old Miak-
ka, Sarasota County authorized itS
staff to work with us on a neighbor-
hood plan, and paid for the process. All
property owners were invited to par-
ticipate, whether they lived in Old
Miakka or were land speculators. This
was done in an open and transparent
manner.

The resulting plan set boundaries
for the community of Cow Pen Slough
to the west, Manatee County to the
north and east and Myakka River State
Park to the south. The document
called for keeping Old Miakka rural,
with a maximum density ultimately
being one home per five acres and no
commercial zoning unless it was agri-
culturally related – plant nurseries or
beekeeping, for example.

County Commissioner Jon Thax-
ton’s email on Aug. 5, 2005, said the
purpose of this process was to ensure
that 2050 development is consistent
with the neighborhood plan. And in
2007, the county commission accept-
ed the Old Miakka Neighborhood Plan,
by Resolution 2007-042. The commu-
nity of Old Miakka believed it was pre-
served and protected.

But in 2015, the first hamlet was ap-

proved in northeast Sarasota County. It
allows 400 houses on less than one-acre
lots, with 15 pits – also known as storm-
water ponds. The location is currently a
hay field. Why do so many pits need to
be mined? The subdivision east of this
hamlet, after building house pads,
mined the dirt and moved it to Palmer
Road and west of the Fruitville Library.

The Community of Old Miakka
asked, “How could this happen? We
have a neighborhood plan, and 2050 de-
velopment is supposed to be consistent
with the neighborhood plan.”

As it turns out, the answer is that our
plan was “accepted” by the commission,
but never “adopted.” We only found this
out in 2015.

So this new amendment to the com-
prehensive plan is an attempt to codify
what the Miakka Community thought
we already had.

The Miakka Community Club at-
tempted to pay the $5,000 fee that de-
velopers pay to file such an amendment.
But we learned from the county’s plan-
ning department that we were only re-
quired by ordinance to gather 20 signa-
tures of registered county voters. Origi-
nally, 75 signatures were submitted, and
45 were verified. Since then, over 750
signatures have been submitted in sup-
port of CPA-2019-C.

A staff review of the proposed
amendment found that the 6,000-plus
acres it would affect are no longer need-
ed for the 2050 Plan to function, and re-
ducing the number of residential units
would not necessarily be counter to
2050 policy.

The staff report also noted that intru-
sion into these important watersheds
should be minimized. Reducing the
number of dwelling units will inherently
reduce the impact on the environmental
systems, and a rural heritage designa-
tion would be less impactful on water
and energy consumption. 

Old Miakka’s proposed rural heritage
designation would allow for 80% open
space in this part of the county. Hamlets
require 60% open space.

Old Miakka is a 170-year-old rural
community – the only remaining rural
community in Sarasota.

These are just the facts.
Becky Ayech is a 40-year resident of

Old Miakka and president of the Miakka
Community Club.

An Old Miakka timeline

Your Turn
Becky Ayech

Guest columnist


