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Manatee County 
has an incred-
ible combination of 

cultural and natural his-
tory, unique and found 
nowhere else in the world. 

The problem is, it’s dis-
appearing fast. However, 

this November, Manatee 
County residents may have 
a chance to preserve their 
most treasured places. 

If approved by the 

Manatee County 
Commission later this 
month, a referendum will 
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COVID-19
For the latest 
stories on the 
coronavirus 
pandemic, visit 
heraldtribune.com/
topics/coronavirus
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‘TOXIC’
Ten former and 
one current 
employee of ‘The 
Ellen DeGeneres 
Show’ accuse the 
talk show host of 
bullying and racism

Conservation easements are an excellent approach to preserve special places in Manatee County such as 
Triangle Ranch. [PHOTOS COURTESY OF COMMUNITY FOUNDATION]

Cattle graze amid watery pastures at Triangle Ranch.

A way to preserve 
our treasured land

A conservation 
easement is a legal 
agreement between 
a landowner and 
a conservation 
organization to preserve 
outdoor treasures

Lee Amos

CoolToday Park’s
opening weekend 
celebration will not 
include The Tams

By Jimmy Geurts
jimmy.geurts
@heraldtribune.com

A concert featuring 
The Tams  at the Atlanta 
B r a v e s ’  N o r t h  P o r t 
spring training complex 
CoolToday Park has been 
postponed. However, 
the ballpark still plans to 
hold an opening weekend 
celebration.

The Atlanta group 
known for R&B and pop 
hits including “What 
Kind of Fool (Do You 
T h i n k  I  A m ) , ”  “ B e 
Young, Be Foolish, Be 
Happy” and “Hey Girl 
Don’t Bother Me” will 
no longer be able to make 
the July 25 concert due to 
COVID-19 quarantine 
issues, according to the 
Braves.

CoolToday Park will 
now celebrate the start 
of the amended 2020 
Major League Baseball 
season by screening the 
Braves games against 
the New York Mets at 
4:10 p.m. on July 24-25 
and 7:08 p.m. on July 26 
on its 80-by-40-foot 
scoreboard. Local band 
Spare Partz will perform 
in place of The Tams at 
7-9 p.m. on July 25.

Seating will be avail-
able on a first-come, 
first-served basis and 
s o c i a l l y  d i s t a n c e d . 
Admission and park-
ing are free. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c a l l 
9 4 1 - 4 1 3 - 5 0 0 0  o r 
visit facebook.com/
cooltodaypark.

Braves 
call off  
concert

By Staff Report
Staff reporter

VENICE — Demolition 
of Fire Station 1 on the 
Venice City Hall campus 
was completed Thursday 
afternoon.

The contractor will 
continue cleaning up the 
site and removing debris 
in preparation of the next 
step of the $11.94 mil-
lion City Hall expansion, 
which includes both 
a new fire station and 
new 7,000-square-foot 
structure for the Building 
Services Department as 
well as the location of 
a new 1,000-kilowatt 
emergency generator.

Beginning next week, 
a crew will be work-
ing on the north side of 
Venice City Hall to begin 

Venice 
razes 
old fi re  
station

Hosted by One Christ 
Won City, more than 20 
churches to participate

By Earle Kimel
earle.kimel@heraldtribune.com

VENICE — One Christ Won 
City is hosting Pray Venice 
starting at noon today at 
Maxine Barritt Park.

Jim Foubister, president of 
One Christ Won City, said 
the idea came about during 
the monthly lunch meeting 
of pastors.

“It became very evident to 
all the pastors that there’s a lot 
of anxiety, a lot of uncertainty 

about what’s 
going on, from 
all the fronts,” 
Foubister 
s a i d .  “ T h e 
challenges of 
the pandemic, 
unemploy-

ment — we have a lot of people 
that are finding themselves 
in need of help that haven’t 
in the past — of course the 
worry about people attending 
church where the churches 
aren’t opened or they are 
partly opened.”

The social unrest that fol-
lowed the death of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis played 

a part too, Foubister said.
One Christ Won City is an 

alliance of more than three 
dozen churches in Venice, 
North Port and south Sarasota 
County.

A message on the group’s 
website, onechristwonc-
ity.com, refers to the recent 
events with the question: 
“How does God want us to 
contend with issues such as 
oppression, division, injus-
tice, inequality, prejudice, 
and violence that are destroy-
ing human lives created in the 
image of God?”

“We’re blessed to live 
where we live, it’s modestly 

unsettled as opposed to dif-
ferent places.” Foubister said. 
“The purpose was to say we’re 
going to get through this, 
we’re going to ask for prayer.”

The last time One Christ 
Won City hosted a prayer 
gathering at Maxine Barritt 
Park was in 2018, prior to red
tide and 500 people showed 
up.

“ I t ’ s  n o t  a b o u t  n u m -
bers,” Foubister said. “This 
year we’re livestreaming it 
so those that feel like they 
want to participate but not 
in person, they can go to 

Pray Venice meeting set for today

Foubister

District 5 race gives 
voters chance to shape 
future of North Port, 
Englewood

By Timothy Fanning
tim.fanning@heraldtribune.com

S A R A S O T A  C O U N T Y 
— The two Republican candi-
dates courting voters in south 
Sarasota District 5 are almost 
the same — at least on paper.

Candidates Ron Cutsinger 
and Chris Hanks are both 
successful businessmen and 
have reported wealth of more 
than a million dollars. Hanks 
is an associate pastor and 
Cutsinger is a former minis-
ter. They both have served in 
government in some fashion. 

But that’s where their simi-
larities stop.

Cutsinger,  the former 
chair of the Sarasota County 
Planning Commission, is 
measured, serious and detail-
minded. Hanks, a current 
North Port city commissioner, 

is reactive, animated and 
charming.

Cutsinger wants to address 
affordable housing, home-
lessness,  addiction and 
economic development. 
Hanks wants to focus on 
south county infrastructure 
and what he calls “historic 
under-representation” for 

North Port.
O n  A u g .  1 8 ,  S a r a s o t a 

County voters will make sev-
eral key decisions, including 
the next Republican chal-
lenger for District 1 (northern 
Sarasota) and District 5, and 
for new school board mem-
bers and the next Sarasota 
County sheriff.

The winner in District 5 
will go on to face Democratic 
challenger Alice White.

A unique chance

The single-member dis-
trict-only voting referendum 
in 2018 and a controversial 
redistricting plan approved 
by the Board of County 
Commissioners have given 
voters in North Port a unique 
opportunity to shape the dis-
trict’s future representation.

Most of the city is now 
included in the district that 
had previously been rep-
resented by Commissioner 
Nancy Detert. It is now under 

Competing S. County visions

Ron Cutsinger, left, and Chris 
Hanks are running for Sarasota 
County Commission. [HERALD-

TRIBUNE ARCHIVE]

Some helpful reminders

• July 20 is the last day to register to vote for the Aug. 18 primary.
• Aug. 8 is the last day to request a vote-by-mail ballot. Early voting 
begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 4:30 p.m. The last day to vote early is 
Aug. 16.
• Aug. 18 is election day. Polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Vote-by-mail 
ballots must be returned to the Supervisor of Elections Offi ce by 7 
p.m.
For more information, visit sarasotavotes.com.

See DISTRICT 5,  B2

See STATION,  B2

See AMOS,  B4

See PRAY,  B4
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appear on the November 
ballot, entitled “Water 
Quality Protection, Fish 
and Wildlife Habitat 
Preservation, and Park 
Ad Valorem Tax Bonds.” 

Voting yes on the 
referendum will pro-
vide a much-needed 
source of funds to 
preserve Manatee 
County’s finest places. 

Over the next few 
months, I will bring to 
Herald-Tribune read-
ers vignettes of beauti-
ful Manatee County, 
to help you understand 
what’s at stake and 
what an approved ref-
erendum could do. 

This month, I want 
to talk about Triangle 
Ranch, and a special land 
preservation tool called a 
conservation easement.

In 2013, the deep-
rooted Triangle Ranch 
was put up for sale. 
A retired park ranger 
from Myakka River 
State Park, Paula 
Benshoff, called our 
office at Conservation 
Foundation of the 
Gulf Coast and asked 
if there was a way to 
preserve the land. 

She described its 
unique location, situated 
in southeast Manatee 
County, across Clay 
Gully Road from Myakka 
River State Park. Three 
miles of the Myakka 
River flowed through 
Triangle Ranch before 
entering Myakka River 
State Park. Preserving 
the ranch would forever 
ensure clean water flow-
ing through the park and 
into Charlotte Harbor. 

This opportunity 
piqued our interest, 
and we asked to meet 
the landowners and see 
the land for ourselves.

The property own-
ers were the Carlton 
family, who had trea-
sured and cared for the 
land for more than 100 
years. In fact, an earlier 
family member, Dink 
Murphy, once owned 
thousands more acres 
that eventually became 
Myakka River State 
Park. (Search the web 
to learn more about 
Garrett “Dink” Murphy). 

The family ethic was 
therefore one of long-
term respect and honor 
for the land, and they 
generously showed us 
around the property. 

Standing on the 
banks of the Myakka, 
we looked out at the 
oak-lined marshland 
found there, a 2,500-
acre vista, more than 
three times the size of 
Upper Myakka Lake.

That September, the 
dark flood waters of the 
Myakka had imbued the 
vibrant green marsh 

with life, painting a 
scene that looked like 
an African river delta, 
taken from the pages of 
National Geographic. 

Long-horned cattle 
grazed watery pastures, 
roseate spoonbills fed 
among rushes, iridescent 
ducks and white pelicans 
floated on the water, 
and dark eagles and 
spotted osprey turned 
in wide circles over-
head. It was beautiful.

Conservation 
Foundation worked to 
put the pieces together, 
and after three years, 
we helped the Carlton 
Family find a con-
servation buyer, and 
helped the new owner 
partner with the 
Southwest Florida Water 
Management District to 
sell a type of preserva-
tion agreement on the 
property, called a “con-
servation easement.”

A conservation 
easement is a legal 
agreement between a 
landowner and a con-
servation organization. 

Each conservation 
easement is designed 
by the landowner to 
specifically meet their 
unique needs, situation 
and land character. 

Under a conserva-
tion easement, the land 
continues to be private 
land that the owner can 
use for hunting, fish-
ing, farming, grazing 
and/or recreation. An 
agreed-upon number of 
additional houses may 
be built. The property is 
usually not open to the 
public. It can be bought 

and sold and passed on 
to heirs. And special 
features — like fields, 
forests, water and scenic 
views — are preserved 
for future enjoyment. In 
short, the land is pre-
served as the landowner 
wishes, thereby creat-
ing a legacy of working 
lands and natural areas 
that will be passed on 
to future generations.

Special places in 
Manatee County, like 
Triangle Ranch, deserve 
preservation, and con-
servation easements are 
an excellent approach. 

Rather than taking 
farms and woodlands 
out of private hands 
and extinguishing that 
homestead heritage, 
easements preserve the 
land in all its facets: 
water, nature, history, 
beauty. And by keeping 
the land private, conser-
vation easements benefit 
the public while avoiding 
the cost of public owner-
ship and management. 

Still, there is one 
primary cost: While 
some landowners may 
choose to donate an 
easement, at other times 
it must be purchased.

An easement reduces 
the land’s full devel-
opment potential and 
therefore reduces 
the land’s value. An 
appraisal is performed 
analyzing the before and 
after value of the land, 
and the landowner is 
paid for the difference. 

Sometimes, the 
landowner requests 
partial payment and 
“donates” the rest as a 

tax-deductible charita-
ble gift, an arrangement 
called a “bargain sale.” 
A special program for 
conservation easements 
provides enhanced tax 
benefits. Either way, 
that’s the cost of a con-
servation easement. But 
the cost is a fraction of 
buying the land outright 
for public ownership, 
and the resulting benefit 
hits a triple bottom line, 
where the community, 
landowner and envi-
ronment all come out 
ahead. For this reason, 
conservation ease-
ments are an excellent 
way to save Old Florida. 
Unfortunately, sources 
of funding are scarce. 
That’s where a Manatee 
County referendum 
could do a lot of good.

Now if you want to 
experience the Triangle 
Ranch area for yourself, 
I suggest driving out to 
Crowley Museum and 
Nature Center, whose 
observation tower 
looks out over Triangle 
Ranch. Visit www.
crowleyfl.org to learn 
more, and be sure to 
check the hours, as they 
change seasonally. 

The drive to Crowley 
Museum passes through 
Sarasota County and 
the community of Old 
Miakka, where you’ll see 
the Old Miakka School 
House, the site where the
Old Miakka Hootenanny 
is enjoyed every 
October. You’ll also 
pass dozens of yellow 
yard signs, advertising a 
community movement 
to preserve the region, 
despite development 
pressure. And after you 
see the beautiful coun-
tryside, I trust you’ll 
agree with their mes-
sage: “Keep the Country 
Country,” they say. 
Yes, Manatee County 
residents can do that 
— and more — by vot-
ing yes this November. 

I’ll bring you more 
details next month.

Lee Amos is Land 
Steward for the 
Conservation Foundation
of the Gulf Coast.
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NAVARRE
Navarre man accused 
of sexual assault

A  N a v a r r e  m a n  i s 
accused of  sneaking 
into the bedroom of an 
11-year-old girl he met 
on Snapchat and sexually 
assaulting her last year.

Julian Castleberry, 19, 
was arrested Wednesday 
and charged with sexual 
assault. He was booked 
i n t o  t h e  S a n t a  R o s a 
County Jail without bond 
and remained there as of 
Thursday.

According to his arrest 
report, the 11-year-old 
girl’s father reported to 
the Santa Rosa County 
Sheriff’s Office in October 
that his daughter had 

been sexually assaulted 
by a man whom she had 
met through social media.

The girl told inves-
tigators that she met 
Castleberry on Snapchat.

TITUSVILLE
Monument to nation’s 
space program vandalized

Titusville Police were 
attempting to find out 
w h o  s c r a w l e d  g r a f -
fiti across a monument 
honoring astronauts and 
workers involved with the 
nation’s space program 
and the moon mission.

T h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s 
reported Wednesday 
night at  Space View 
Park, 8 Broad St., a public 
area that sits along the 

riverside about 15 miles 
west of the launch pads 
at Kennedy Space Center.

T h e  p a r k  —  w h i c h 
also includes an exhibit 
w i t h  t h e  h a n d p r i n t s 
o f  A s t r o n a u t  N e i l 
Armstrong, the first man 
to walk on the moon and 
a memorial to the Apollo 
program — is also a fre-
quent stop for those who 
want to watch rocket 
launches.

PORT ST. LUCIE
Man jailed on 25 child 
pornography charges

A Port St. Lucie man 
was jailed this week after 
investigators reported 
l inking him to child 
pornography videos, 

according to an arrest 
affidavit.

Christopher Michael 
Lawrence, 25, of the 
5400 block of Northwest 
M o o r h e n  T r a i l ,  w a s
arrested Tuesday by Port 
St. Lucie police on 25 
felony counts of posses-
sion of child pornography.

Police in February got 
a tip from the National 
Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children. That 
agency reported Kik, 
which offers a chat app, 
contacted them about 
possible child pornogra-
phy on the service. Police
were given two email 
addresses and a user 
name.

Gannett news services

In 2013, the deep-rooted Triangle Ranch was put up for sale. [PHOTO COURTESY OF 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION]

Triangle Ranch, Copyright Glenn Gardner [PHOTO COURTESY 

OF COMMUNITY FOUNDATION]

onechristwoncity.com 
and watch the livestream.

“Shine Media is doing 

the livestream for us.”
Those that do attend 

the event at  Maxine 
Barritt,  1800 Harbor 
Drive S., are encour-
aged to bring their own 
lawn chairs and water, 
a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o 
wear masks and follow 

safe social distancing 
practices.

The gathering is slated 
to start at noon and end 
roughly by 1 p.m.

“ F a m i l i e s  w i l l  s i t 
together but when you 
put your chair down mine 
will be six feet in front of 

you and if I’m in the same 
row, I’ll be six feet apart 
from you,” Foubister 
said.

Organizers plan on two 
tiers for chairs and one 
standing-room tier.

More than 20 churches 
will be represented.

PRAY
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Chafee, Michael
Jun 18,1947 - Jul 14,2020

Michael Chafee, of Sarasota, 
passed away on July 14,2020.

Born in Shelbyville, Indiana. 
Attended Shelbyville High- 
school and went on 
to college at the pres
tigious United States 
Naval Academy.

A gifted athlete 
with an infectious 
smile, boisterous 
laugh and a quick wit. 
Michael’s passion ms 
in life was music. A 
talented singer for
which he shared the ________
stage with the mem- 
bers of his beloved 
band mates throughout the 
years.

As an audio manufacturer 
representative, Michael was 
well regarded amongst his 
industry peers having won 
countlcss awards and recog
nition for his sales achieve
ments. Many of which were 
adorned on his office walls.

As his career matured, so 
did his reputation as having 
an car for precise sound, 'lliis

ability garnered him great 
success acting as an authority 
consulting clients on their au
dio systems across the globe 

to achieve peak qual
ity sound output.

Michael is prede
ceased by his wife 
Carole, married for 
40 years until her 
passing, his sister 

v' (Christ ie Chafee Wad- 
dell, brother in-law 
Jay Lancer and wife 
Barbara, sister in-law 
Bonnie Bunting, two 
nephew’s, Jason Lanc
er and wife Kim, and 

Jonathan Waddell, two niece’s, 
Dr Ix)ri Woehler, and Ix>ri 
Boutwell and husband Ever
ett, 3 great nieces Katherine 
& Olivia lancer, Tessa Bout- 
well and two great nephew’s, 
Jonathan Waddell and Griffin 
Boutwell.

Funeral services will be pri
vate. Friends may send condo
lences to the family at www. 
toalebrothers.com.

Saddow, Michael
7/15/1940 - 7/13/2020

Michael Patrick Saddow, 79 
of Englewood, FI passed away 
peacefully on 7/13/2020 with 
his family by his side.

Born in Westerly,
RI, Mike was the son 
of the late Arthur and 
Victoria Saddow. lie 
graduated from Ston- 
ington High School in 
1959 with numerous 
sports and class ac
complishments. He 
was inducted in the 
Stonington High School Hall 
of Fame in 2017. Following 
graduation from high school 
he served with the Rhode Is
land Army National Guard. 
In 1972, he graduated from the 
University of Rhode Island 
with a Bachelors in Finance. 
Mike was employed at the 
Westerly Medical Center and 
Pricewaterhouse in Rhode 
Island. Upon relocating to 
Englewood, FI, Mike owmed 
a very successful accounting 
practice for over 25 years until 
retiring recently.

Mike wras a caring and 
generous man that enjoyed 
spending time writh his family 
and friends. He loved the Flor-

ida beaches, boating, playing 
golf, cards, and sports. He had 
a wonderful sense of humor 
and always had a mischievous 

twinkle in his beauti
ful blue eyes.

He is survived by 
his wife: Ruth Conklin 
Saddowr; former wife: 
Linda Theadore; sib
lings: Marion Durfee 
and Victor Saddow'; 
children: Tim Sad
dow', Julie Hartman 

and Peter Saddowr and his wife 
Sima Vahidi; grandchildren: 
Courtney Hartman, Zachary 
Saddow, Madelynne Saddowr 
and Isaac Saddow'.

A funeral service is not be
ing planned in the local area. 
Memorial donations may be 
made to Gaston Hospice c/o 
Mike Saddowr for Robin John
son House, PO BOX 3984, 
Gastonia, NC 28054. Condo
lences may be left on Michael’s 
online guest book at https:// 
w'ww.forevermissed.com/mi- 
chacl-saddow'. His final resting 
spot will be at Saint Sebastian 
Cemetery in Westerly, RI with 
his parents.

Passwater, Richard
Jul 24,1926 - Jul 10,2020

Richard Passwater, 93, 
originally from Indianapolis, 
passed away on July 10th, 2020 
in Sarasota, Florida.

He was bom in In
dianapolis, Indiana to 
Lloyd B. Passwater 
and Nettie R. Carr 
on July 24th, 1926.
I Ie attended Dan
ville High School and 
w'as a member of Or
chard Park Presbyte
rian Church. Richard 
served in the Hcdron 
Fleet Air Wing 7 with 
the United States 
Naval Forces in Eu
rope from August 18th, 1942 
to February 13th, 1945. During 
the 1950’s and 1960’s, he ran 
NASCAR and USAC, and 
even won the NASCAR Grand 
National Race at Charlotte in 
1953. He founded Auto Spe
cialist, Inc. in Broad Ripple in 
the 1960’s, and w'as a member 
of multiple organizations in
cluding 'Hie American Busi
ness Club, American legion, 
Masonic Lodge, Murat Shrine 
Police Club, Murat Indianap
olis 500 Shrine Club, Murat 
Yacht Club, VFW, Indianap
olis 500 Oldtimer’s Club, and 
the Living Legends of Auto 
Racing. He resided in India
napolis, Indiana until retiring 
in 1996 to Sarasota, Florida. 
In 2011 he was honored at the 
Living legends of Auto Racing 
Awrards Banquet.

Richard is preceded in death 
by his spouse of 62 years, Wil- 
lowrdcan Kean Passwater; and 
brothers, Lloyd B. Passwater, 
Jr., and Roland M. Passwater.

Surviving to cherish his 
memory are his daughters, 
Terry L Browning in Nash
ville, IN., and Sue M. Passwater

Kimball, Harry
Sep 26,1943 - J u l  14,2020

Harry Kimball, 76, of l\mta 
Gorda, Florida, died on Jul 14, 
2020. Funeral arrangements 
by: Charlotte Memorial Funer
al Home.

i Since 1959

Charlotte Memorial

Dignityi
Omfmdriai / Æ

Robert Toale and 
Sons Funeral Home • 

Wiegand Chapel
7454 South Tamiami Trail 

S Sarasota, FL 34231 
l 941-921-5755 
5 Fax 941-923-0113 
www.wiegandbrothers. com

(Michael Bowen) in Braden
ton, Florida: brother-in-law', 
Jack W. Kean (Mary) in Indi
anapolis, IN.; brothers, Keith 

Passwater in Sarasota, 
FL, Wayne Passwater 
in North Port, FL; and 
sisters, Joann Comp
ton in Indianapolis, 
IN., Linda Woods in 
Indianapolis, IN.; as 
w'cll as five grandchil
dren, nine great-chil- 
dren, and one 
great-great-grand- 
daughter.

Visitation will be 
held in the Remem

brance Hall of Crown Hill Fu
neral Home from 3:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 19th, 
2020. Another hour of visita
tion will be held from 10:00 
a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Monday, 
July 20th, 2020 in the same 
location. The Funeral Service 
will begin Monday at 11am., 
concluding with Richard be
ing laid to rest in Crowqi Hill 
Cemetery.

In Lieu of flowers, please 
make donations to K9s for 
Warriors at 114 Camp K9 Road 
Ponte Vcdra, Florida 32081. 
Phone number 904-686-1956 
ext. 109. Website URL www. 
k9sforwarriors.org. CFC 
#82286.

A special thanks to Dr. Aus
tin Flill of Bradenton, FL Who 
is now considered a friend for 
his compassionate guidance 
and care through Richard’s 
long term illness.

'Hie family would also like 
to thank Tidewell Hospice for 
their guidance, compassion, 
and willingness to go an extra 
step to comfort the family.

For more information, 
please w'ww.crowTihill.org.

Rice Sr., James
Jan 20,1944 - J u l  15,2020

J a m e s  
Rice Sr., 76,

_________  of North
1 Port, FL

died on Jul 15, 2020. Funeral 
arrangements by: Gcndron 
Funeral & Cremation Services 
Inc. - North Port Chapel.

Reflect.
Remember.
Contribute.

Sign the guestbook, 
share memories or send flowers, 

gifts and charitable 
contributions online at 

heraldtribune.com/obits


