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the Sarasota County Commission on
planning and development decisions
wants elected leaders to consider mak-
ing it harder for citizens to help shape
growth management. 

Before a unanimous vote late Thurs-
day that would formally request that
elected officials investigate a rarely
used process for the public to launch
proposed growth management
changes, one board member expressed

SARASOTA COUNTY – The nine-
member board charged with advising

particular satisfaction with the effort. 
“Oh, yes,” said Commissioner An-

drew Stultz, the president of Atlas
Building Co. of Florida, during a roll call
vote.

The planning board members did not
speak in depth about the issue on
Thursday. But it’s clear from previous
discussions that the advisory panel be-
lieves that the required 20 signatures
now required to trigger a request that

the county revisit its roadmap for
growth is insufficient. 

Section 94-87 of the county code al-
lows citizens to submit to the county a
proposal to amend the county’s long-
range comprehensive, or growth plan,
amendment, as long as they meet the
signature requirements. The require-
ment has been in place as far back as 

Panel: Revisit public input 
Seeks stricter rules
on growth issues
Timothy Fanning
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See GROWTH, Page 6A

A new local website aims to connect
Sarasota-Manatee businesses with
potential customers who wish to know
in advance what type of measures are
being taken to prevent the spread of
the coronavirus. 

Sarasota resident Susan Hicks,
owner of PRecise Communications,
developed the concept for Safety 4
SRQ, working with Kimberly McClure

of local consulting and
marketing agency
White Studios to create
the online directory.

For $10-$20 per
month, area businesses
can post their health
safety practices to safe-
ty4srq.com. Member-

ship for the online directory is current-
ly open in the restaurant, salon/barber
and retail categories. The goal of the
website is to “provide information to
help the local shoppers and diners
make good decisions and to help local
business thrive,” Hicks said by phone.

“Basic” member profiles ($10 per
month) include a health safety mea-
sures checklist of practices, and “sup-
porting” members ($20 per month)
can add detailed information about
safety measures such as deep clean-
ing. “Safety superstars” are supporting
members (same $20 per month fee)
who have pledged to temporarily close
their business if an employee tests
positive for COVID-19. 

“This is an honor system for the
businesses to post what they’re do-
ing,” Hicks said. “If they fail to live up
to what they say they will do, they will
disappoint potential customers and
possibly lose customers. I say right on
the website this is self-reported. I hope
businesses around here would want to
be honest.” 

Members can link to their Safety 4
SRQ profile from their business web-
site so that information is readily
available to potential shoppers, but
separate from online dining or 

Site offers
businesses
a place to
tout safety
practices
Wade Tatangelo Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

Hicks

Interested? 
For more information, visit
safety4srq.com or call 941-925-3602.

See WEBSITE, Page 6A

U
.S. unemployment dropped sharply in August from 10.2% to

a still-high 8.4%, with about half the 22 million jobs lost to

the coronavirus outbreak recovered so far, the government

said Friday in one of the last major economic reports before

Election Day. h Employers added 1.4 million jobs last month, down

from 1.7 million in July and the fewest since hiring resumed in May. And

an increasingly large share of Americans reported that their jobs are

gone for good, according to the Labor Department report.

President Donald Trump continues to tout the creation of jobs in the U.S. While the US economy added 1.4 million jobs in
August, about a quarter million were temporary census workers. BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES FILE

Slow recovery feared

US unemployment

rate falls to 8.4%

even as hiring slows;

small business

numbers remain flat
Christopher Rugaber 
ASSOCIATED PRESS See JOBLESS, Page 7A

When Brenda Wil-
liams adopted her son at 13 months old,
she could not predict he would have
special needs. She only knew she want-
ed to have a family.

It wasn’t until he was asked to leave
his day care program at age 3 1/2 be-
cause of disruptive behavior that she
began to have her son evaluated for
special needs. 

At 5, Cody Williams was
diagnosed with autism.
While on the spectrum, he
was also diagnosed with at-
tention deficit hyperactivi-

ty disorder, sensory processing disor-
der and oppositional defiant disorder,
Brenda Williams said. 

Imagine a metronome ticking at 200
beats per minute; that’s a normal oper-
ating level for her son, she said.

“In order for him to even hear you, 

Gift helps special needs boy – and his mom
Angie DiMichele
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See GIFT, Page 2ABrenda and Cody Williams
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NEW YORK – Not five minutes after
police slipped a “spit hood” over Daniel
Prude’s head, the 41-year-old Black man
went limp. A week later, he was taken off
life support.

Prude’s suffocation in Rochester,
New York, in March has drawn new
attention to the hoods – mesh bags that
have been linked to other deaths – 
and the frequent reliance on police 
to respond to mental health emergen-
cies.

His death has underscored one of 
the top demands of the police reform
movement: that certain duties should
not be handled by law enforcement but
by social workers or mental health ex-
perts. Seven officers involved in the en-
counter were suspended with pay
Thursday.

While many in law enforcement de-
fend the hoods as vital to prevent offi-
cers from being spit on or even bitten – a
concern that has taken on new impor-
tance during the coronavirus pandemic
– critics have denounced them as dan-
gerous and inhumane. For some, they
evoke hoods used on prisoners at U.S.
government overseas detention sites or
“black sites.” 

Amnesty International condemned
the use of spit hoods Thursday, a day af-
ter Prude’s family made public body
camera video and police reports it ob-
tained from the Rochester department.
The organization said the hoods are par-
ticularly dangerous when a person is al-
ready in distress, as Prude appeared to
be. 

Police use of spit hoods often “looks
like something out of Abu Ghraib,” said
Adanté Pointer, an Oakland civil rights
lawyer who has handled several cases
involving the devices. “They’re often
used in a punitive way.”

Prude, in Rochester to visit his broth-
er, was taken by police for a mental
health evaluation just hours before the
fatal encounter after he was said to have
expressed suicidal thoughts. Prude’s

brother told police he was calm when he
returned to his house but later got high
on PCP and ran away, prompting the
brother to call 911.

Police found Prude wandering the
street naked after allegedly smashing a
storefront window, and he could be seen
on body camera footage spitting in 
the direction of officers and heard
claiming to be infected with coronavi-
rus. Officers said that led them to em-
ploy the hood.

Prude, handcuffed by this point, can
be seen continuing to spit through the
mesh and saying that he wanted an offi-
cer’s gun. The officers then pinned him
to the ground, one of them keeping a
knee on his back and another pressing
his face into the pavement for two min-
utes. Both appeared white. 

Minutes later, an officer could be
heard saying, “Ugh, he’s puking.” After
realizing Prude had stopped breathing,
paramedics who had arrived at some
point, began CPR.

“They put a bag over his head, and
they squeezed the air out of him,” said
Nicolette Ward, a lawyer for one of
Prude’s daughters. “He spent the last
moments of his life breathing in his own
vomit.”

At a news conference Thursday

announcing the officers’ suspensions,
Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren said:
“Mr. Daniel Prude was failed by the po-
lice department, our mental health care
system, our society and he was failed by
me.”

In fact, Prude’s death has raised
questions about how authorities re-
spond to mental health emergencies.
Many other deaths at the hands of po-
lice have resulted from an encounter
that began with a call about someone’s
mental health and then devolved.

In many departments – New York
City for example – there has been a 
push for better police training on man-
aging the mentally ill or to bring in
experts who do, but it remains a major
issue.

Spit hoods vary in design, but Park
City, Utah, police chief Wade Carpenter
said the ones he’s seen are made to 
be breathable and held in place with 
an easily broken elastic band at the
neck.

“It wouldn’t put any pressure on the
carotid arteries in the neck. It wouldn’t
restrict blood flow to the brain and cer-
tainly wouldn’t block the mouth or
nose,” said Carpenter, adding that offi-
cers in the ski town have used the de-
vices for years without issues.

University of South Carolina criminal
justice professor Geoffrey Alpert said
the hoods have reduced the risk of offi-
cers and bystanders getting spit on for
decades.

“Take away COVID, it’s just a nasty
thing anyway,” Alpert said.

But Prude’s death is the second one
involving spit hoods to surface since the
death of George Floyd at the hands of
Minneapolis police sparked a national
reckoning on racism and policing.
Floyd’s death did not involve a spit
hood.

Just three weeks after Prude’s deadly
encounter, a similar one happened in
Tucson, Arizona. Police handcuffed and
placed a spit hood on the head of a na-
ked man also in distress. Carlos Ingram
Lopez died after gasping for air and
pleading for water.

In both cases, details about the death
emerge only weeks later. 

In another similar episode, a 45-
year-old man died in 2015 after police in
Bernalillo, New Mexico, placed him in a
spit hood, possibly incorrectly.

A responding sergeant from a neigh-
boring community told investigators a
thick cotton part of the hood was cov-
ering Ben C de Baca’s face, nose and
mouth and that he hadn’t seen the de-
vice “used in that fashion before.”

A medical investigator’s report con-
cluded that improperly placed spit
hoods have the potential to cause 
suffocation and that in this case, the
possibility of asphyxia from use of the
hood could not be ruled out. Bernalillo
settled a wrongful death lawsuit
brought by the man’s family for an un-
disclosed sum.

Prison guards have also used spit
hoods, sometimes to deadly effect.
Their use varies by jurisdiction – police
in Minneapolis deploy them but those in
New York City don’t. The NYPD, the na-
tion’s largest police force, said a team of
police EMTs has only recently started
testing their effectiveness in the wake of
the pandemic.

When British police started using the
hoods in recent years, civil liberties ad-
vocate Martha Spurrier slammed them
as “primitive, cruel and degrading.”
Even some senior police officers have
agreed.

Use of spit hoods under scrutiny 
Guard against ‘a nasty
thing’ called degrading

Demonstrators take cover from irritants grenades launched by police in
Rochester, N.Y., on Thursday. ADRIAN KRAUS/AP

Michael R. Sisak and Michael Balsamo 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

1990 in the early days of implementing
Florida’s sweeping Growth Manage-
ment Act of the 1980s, but its origin or
intent is unclear. 

In a letter to the County Commis-
sion, the planning board recommends
that staff review the criteria for resi-
dents who want to change the use of
public and private property in the
growth plan. They also want to com-
pare Sarasota County to other jurisdic-
tions. 

“We want to know if this is really
standard protocol across the state,
then in our efforts, we’re going to find
some good reason behind it,” said Com-
missioner Kevin Cooper, who is also the
vice president of communications and
strategic initiatives for Mote Marine. 

It’s unclear when county commis-
sioners will take up the issue. 

The effort to change publicly initiat-
ed growth plan changes came after the
Planning Commission unanimously
voted on Aug. 21 to recommend denial
of a citizen effort to preserve some of
the last rural landscape in east Saraso-
ta County. 

Vice Chairman Colin Pember, the
land acquisition manager at the Atlan-
ta-based construction company Pulte
Group Inc., led the charge. 

“I could go to Publix and in five min-
utes get 20 signatures,” Pember said. 

The publicly initiated amendment
was the brainchild of Becky Ayech, a
longtime resident, environmental ac-
tivist and president of the Miakka
Community Club in northeast Sarasota
County.

Instead of paying the customary
$5,000 fee to pursue the proposed east
county growth management change,
Ayech gathered signatures of 47 veri-
fied registered voters to file the propos-
al. She later collected more than 500
signatures.

Pember did not respond to an email
requesting comment. 

Ayech has said the Miakka Commu-
nity Club was willing to pay the fee but
was told by county planning staff that it
could instead gather signatures. 

In an email to elected officials on
Aug. 23, Ayech expressed her dissatis-
faction with how she and others were
treated by the advisory board, saying
planning commissioners did not con-
sider the proposal’s merits. 

Instead, “they lectured the partici-
pants on how egregious they were by
following the process set out by Sara-
sota’s planning department.”

Both planning and county commis-
sioners frequently consider proposals
to amend the comprehensive plan,
which outlines how and where growth
occurs. 

However, the most recent proposal
was different. The Miakka Community
Club is seeking to preclude more in-
tense development on 6,000 acres
north of Fruitville Road, far from the
county’s urban core.

None of the residents own property
there and a number of property owners
and developers within the 6,000 acres
of pasture land have said the effort, if
approved, would strip them of their
rights to build homes there. 

Prior to a rezoning, developers are
required to get the consent of the prop-
erty owner beforehand. By law, only a

property owner or the County Commis-
sion can do so. So what happens when
someone is trying to alter the use of
land that they don’t even own? 

The answer: It’s complicated. It also
hasn’t been done before in Sarasota
County. 

Any repercussions would be on the
County Commission, because it took
up the responsibility when it voted last
September to support further consider-
ation of the proposal. County commis-
sioners will take a second look at the
plan on Sept. 23. 

The issue of petition signatures
came up last year, too. 

Last June, before the Planning Com-
mission rejected the Miakka Commu-
nity Club’s proposal, Laura Benson,
now the board’s chair, expressed as-
tonishment that as few as 20 people
could initiate such an amendment. 

“This opens up a Pandora’s box of
more requests from anybody with 20
friends who want to start a process,”
Benson said. “I think it’s a very bad pre-
cedent to set.” 

Three months later, County Com-
missioners Mike Moran and Christian
Ziegler also expressed reservations
about how the citizen-led amendment
came about. 

“I do have some concern about peo-
ple hijacking this process,” Ziegler said.

Growth
Continued from Page 1A

Wendy Rossiter holds up a sign during a Sarasota County Commission meeting
in 2019. Commissioners considered a citizen-initiated comprehensive plan
amendment last year regarding development in the northeast corner of the
county. MIKE LANG/HERALD-TRIBUNE FILE 

“We want to know if this is really
standard protocol across the state,
then in our efforts, we’re going to find
some good reason behind it.” 

Commissioner Kevin Cooper

shopping promotions. Safety 4 SRQ
prohibits marketing of goods or ser-
vices on the site so that members will
not compete for advertising space and
online visitors seeking information will
not be subjected to follow-up email
marketing.

“Right now there are lots of opportu-
nities for businesses to market what
they offer and lots of opportunities to
talk about it in social media but I want-
ed a health safety bulletin board,”
Hicks said. “People can come to this
website and not have to wade through a
bunch of marketing. The business ad-
vantage is on their website they can
show the beautiful plated dinners and
dining room without talking about
what extra safety measure they’re do-
ing – that can be separate.” 

“For so many people I know it is
about them feeling safe,” said Michael
Klauber, co-owner of Michael’s on
East. “If this website gives people a list
of places that are providing their safety
protocols, it’s a good thing, and people
then can make their own decisions.”

Michael’s on East also recently re-
ceived The Florida Restaurant & Lodg-
ing Association’s Seal of Commitment,
which is the organization’s “highest
designation for hospitality safety and
sanitation standards.”

“It’s important for us to provide con-
fidence to our guests that we are going
above and beyond what is required,”
Klauber said by phone. “You hear it all
the time, that folks are coming out to
dinner for the first time in four or five
months. And what’s most important to
them is safety.”

Hicks said that The Little Salon in
Sarasota was the first in Safety 4 SRQ’s
salon/barber category, also joining as a
“Safety Superstar,” followed by Cutting
Loose, and Nick Choat’s Sports Clips
Haircuts of South Sarasota and Sport
Clips Haircuts of Bradenton. The Blue
Heirloom was the first retail member to
join.

“This online health safety directory
is a great asset,” Choat said in a state-
ment. 

“Our biggest problem has been com-
municating to the public that they will
be safe coming to our salons for hair-
cuts and styling because of our firm
commitment to following rigorous
health safety measures.”

Website
Continued from Page 1A


